
      
        

        

          
              
                



                  
                    








                  


                  

                    
                        
                   


                  
                    
                  
                


	About Us
	
		
						







		
				EuroHealthNet is the Partnership of public health bodies building a healthier future for all by addressing the determinants of health and reducing inequalities. Our focus is on preventing disease and promoting good health by looking within and beyond the health care system.
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    The effective and equitable digital transformation of health systems could have many benefits. People who are digitally health literate – those that can gain and use knowledge from electronic sources to solve a health problem – are more able to manage personal health and care issues. Better prevention models can be developed, and healthy behaviours supported.

However, there is a risk that the most vulnerable people are left behind in the transition.

People with lower social and economic status have a higher burden of disease. They also face more barriers to accessing and using information. Ensuring that they benefit from the digital transition requires action within health and other sectors; innovation within states and companies; the development of professionals and services; and wider improvements in education, and social justice and inclusion.

EuroHealthNet has published a Policy Précis examining digital health literacy and what it means for health equity. It examines what can and is being done to support those most in need. EuroHealthNet’s response to the European Commission Consultation on the future of investment in Europe’s digital economy has also been published.

Read our Policy Précis on digital health literacy.

Why are people at risk?

Digital health literacy is shaped by economic, environmental, cultural, and societal factors. People facing socio-economic disadvantages may have less access to and ability to use information. They may be less aware of issues around data use and privacy, and less able to effectively evaluate the proliferation of questionable and marketing messages found online.

What is the link between health inequalities and europe’s digital economy?

The proposed ‘Digital Europe Programme’ will see a potential investment of €9.2 billion between 2021 and 2027 to increase the EU’s international competitiveness as well as to develop and reinforce Europe’s strategic digital capacities.

Digital innovation can transform health systems, enabling new approaches to personalised prevention and promotion, treatments and care.

There is a risk of increasing inequalities if factors such as access, effectiveness, and safety are not considered. Equality, and importantly inequalities could be reduced if costs fall and access to public services such as health and education are increased.

What do we do now about digital health literacy?

Ensuring the digital transition works for everyone requires cohesive action from many areas. The new Policy Précis looks at policies, protections, practices that are needed, as well as actions amongst the public and professionals. Specific best practice examples are included.

Read the Policy Précis on digital health literacy here.

Read more about our work on (digital) health literacy here.
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         EuroHealthNet calls on EU ministers to think big(ger)


         

     

 







 
     





     
         
         EuroHealthNet responds to EC consulation on mid-term evaluation of the European Social Fund Plus (ESF+) 2021-2027


         

     

 







 
     





     
         
         In memoriam of John Ryan, a true public health champion


         2024

     

 









 





    
      
                
            Learn more about us

        

                

          
          
           
                         





            Mission & Vision

            EuroHealthNet’s mission is to help build a sustainable, fair, and inclusive Social Europe through healthier communities and to tackle health inequalities…
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            Team

            EuroHealthNet’s office is based in Brussels and staffed by a skilled team working in a diverse and dynamic environment with highly experienced…
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            Funding

            EuroHealthNet’s funding comes from three main sources:

	Member and associate member fees
	A core grant from the EU Programme…
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            Membership

            Members are national and regional institutes, academic and research centres, national and regional authorities and government departments…
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            Keep up with developments in public health in Europe
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                EuroHealthNet is co-funded by the European Union. However, the information and views set out on this website are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the official opinion of the European Commission. The Commission does not guarantee the accuracy of the data included on this website. Neither the Commission nor any person acting on the Commission’s behalf may be held responsible for the use which may be made of the information contained therein. 
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            Phone + 32.2.235.03.20

            Email info@eurohealthnet.eu
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								The content of this website is machine-translated from English.

While any reasonable efforts were made to provide accurate translations, there may be errors.

We are sorry for the inconvenience.
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