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Welcome to Health Highlights, EuroHealthNet's
monthly newsletter. We bring you the most important
news and information about health, equity, wellbeing,
and their determinants.
 
We stand in solidarity with public health partners and
the broader civil society in Ukraine.

Health Headlines 

European Commission
announces plans to address
needs of carers and care
receivers, from childcare to
long-term care
The forthcoming European Care Strategy
was announced in the European
Commission’s Work Programme for 2022.
Planned for the autumn, the Strategy will
create a framework for policy reforms that
will help improve the sustainability of long-
term care. It aims to ensure better and more
affordable access to quality services for all
and better working conditions. The strategy
will also help close the gender employment
gap and support women’s empowerment.
By revisiting the Barcelona targets for high
quality and affordable early childhood
education and care, the strategy will
contribute to greater gender equality in
general. 

European Commission
launches Cancer Inequalities
Registry, including data tool
The European Cancer Inequalities Registry is
a �agship initiative of Europe's Beating
Cancer Plan. Its purpose is to provide sound
and reliable data on cancer prevention and
care to identify trends and disparities and
inequalities between Member States and
regions. EU country performance reports on
overcoming cancer inequalities will be
published for the �rst time later this year,
alternating with the bi-annual State of
Health in the EU and country pro�les
reports. 

WHO Europe highlights scale of inequalities in
childhood cancer
A new report by WHO Europe has set out unequal chances of
survival of childhood cancer, calling upon decision-makers to take
action. Across the European Region, mortality rates of childhood
cancer range from 9 to 57%. 

European Parliament calls for a more effective
EU strategy to tackle cancers, emphasising
prevention and addressing inequalities
A report by the Parliament’s Special Committee on Beating Cancer
(BECA) has been adopted. It makes important recommendations on
preventable risk factors linked to cancer and chronic diseases across
the lifecourse, with a focus on inequalities. It further aims for stronger
tobacco prevention, EU-harmonised nutritional pro�les and labelling,
health and digital health literacy, and addressing commercial
determinants of health. The report also calls for a new EU childhood
obesity strategy and a stock-taking prevention summit. 
 
The report’s narrative around health determinants, most prominently
alcohol consumption, was weakened by MEPs, despite strong
opposition of public health stakeholders, including EuroHealthNet.  

News from the EuroHealthNet Partnership
The EuroHealthNet Partnership meets to
set priorities for 2022
EuroHealthNet members convened for their annual Policy
and Strategy meeting to strategise the collective work of our
partnership for 2022. Based on input from European
Commission Directors from DG SANTE, DG EMPL, as well as
from WHO Europe, members discussed the new ‘Healthier
Together” initiative on NCDs prevention, the new European
Care Strategy as well as plans for a new resolution on
Behavioural and Cultural Insights for the WHO Europe
Regional Committee. Members shared their current priorities,
with discussions centering around opportunities, funds and
instruments  of value to their work. 

Can we talk? EuroHealthNet and members analyse how
public health agencies and services communicate with speci�c
groups during the COVID-19 pandemic
In this analysis, the Spanish Ministry of Health, the UNGA Association Equi-Sastipen-Rroma
Network, Prolepsis Institute in Greece, and EuroHealthNet explored how communication
professionals addressed the public health infodemic amidst the urgent and evolving nature
of the pandemic, and explored what is needed to design open, constructive dialogue in our
changing world.  
 
The vignette was published in the COVID-19 Health Systems Response Monitor (HSRM), a
tool developed by the European Observatory for Health Systems and Policies. The Monitor
collects and organises information on different countries' health systems' response to the
COVID-19 crisis. EuroHealthNet previously co-authored a number of other cross-country
analyses, all of which are available here.

The Slovenian Institute of
Public Health (NIJZ) publishes
report on inequalities in health
and the future challenges for
intersectoral cooperation
With a spotlight on the Slovenian context,
this report frames health inequalities as one
of the key contemporary challenges to
creating the necessary conditions for a high
quality of life, and strongly emphasises the
importance of intersectoral cooperation to
reduce the inequalities gap. We are
reminded of the value of cooperation in
shaping health policies and promoting more
evidence-based political decision-making, to
improve health outcomes and health
equity.  

BZgA Germany develops a
digital planning tool to
support municipalities in
setting up the appropriate
structures and incentives to
promote physical activity.
With the aim of encouraging
communities, particularly older people,
to move more, the Federal Center for
Health Education (BZgA) has developed a
digital planning tool to provide step-by-
step guidance for municipalities to come
up new solutions which contribute to a
more exercise-friendly society. 

EuroHealthNet responds to consultations
EuroHealthNet has responded to consultations on food information to consumers: 

Food labelling - revision of rules on information provided to consumers for
alcoholic beverages.
Facilitating healthier food choices - establishing nutrient pro�les.
EU legislation on Food Information to Consumers.

EuroHealthNet also participated in the WHO Europe Regional consultation on the
implementation of the European Framework for Action on Mental Health 2021-2025, as
part of the Pan-European Mental Health Coalition.
 
Find all our consultation responses here.
 
Other ongoing consultations

An invitation to provide feedback on the ten year EU strategy for the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities.
An opportunity to share best practices on tackling non-communicable diseases, as
part of the "Healthier Together" EU NCD initiative, deadline 15 May 2022.
Evidence wanted to better understand the twinning between the green and
digital transitions.

More news from the Partnership

EuroHealthNet contributed to a strategic dialogue on the forthcoming proposal
for a Council Recommendation on adequate minimum income schemes in the
EU. We highlighted the need to include the structural and underlying causes of
ill health and diseases in the design of effective minimum income schemes.

EuroHealthNet and members joined the EU Joint Action Best-ReMaP General
Assembly, discussing progress on policies in the �eld of food reformulation,
public procurement, advertising and marketing to children.

EuroHealthNet and the Smoke Free Partnership met to discuss EC’s plans to
evaluate and revise the EU Tobacco Tax Directive, as well as a Council
Recommendation on Smoke Free Environments expected in 2023.  

PSLifestyle, a new EU research project focusing on the gap between climate
awareness and individual action, launched its website and social media platform.
Learn more about EuroHealthNet’s involvement in the project here.  

EU research project on reducing inequalities in vaccine uptake and engaging
underserved communities (RIVER-EU) launched its biannual newsletter
produced by EuroHealthNet.

Flanders invested in suicide prevention with a 10% reduction target by 2030.
The Flemish Institute for Healthy Living will work on strengthening mental
wellbeing  and  resilience training amongst unemployed adults and youth. 

THL Finland highlighted the importance of lifestyle interventions in older people
to reduce cardiac events and memory disorders in a recent study. It also released
new multilingual video series to promote mental wellbeing amongst Finnish
refugees.

Sweden’s Public Health Agency participated in a joint communication initiative
on mental illness amongst older people, encouraging people to talk about
mental illness and seek help if necessary. 

SOSTE highlighted the importance of fairness and an equity dimension to
climate policy. It also called on MPs to prioritise a welfare economy, with
increased investments in health and social services.  

Santé Publique France: Determinants of Preventive Behaviors in Response to
the COVID-19 Pandemic in France: Comparing the Sociocultural, Psychosocial,
and Social Cognitive Explanations. 

Public Health Wales publishes a report on maximising health and well-being
opportunities for spatial planning in the COVID-19 pandemic recovery.

News from the EU Institutions

HERA presents �rst annual work plan
With a budget of €1.3 Billion for 2022, the European
Health Emergency Preparedness and Response
Authority (HERA) will focus on strengthening Europe’s
ability to tackle cross-border health emergencies by
ensuring the development, manufacturing, procurement,
and equitable distribution of key medical counter
measure.

Read the news here

European Parliament calls for measures
to empower pan-European civil society
MEPs adopted recommendations to harmonise the
status of non-pro�ts throughout the EU and establish a
statute for European association.  

Read the news here

European Environmental
Agency reports on social
inequalities linked to access of
green and blue spaces
This brie�ng gives an evidence-based
overview of the socio-economic and
demographic inequalities linked to accessing
the health bene�ts of urban green and blue
spaces across Europe. Highlighting the value
of equitable access across the life course, the
brie�ng also shares examples of how such
open spaces can be designed to meet the
needs of vulnerable and disadvantaged
social groups. 

European Ministers of Health
discuss the relevance of a
Public Health Union and
Public Health Pillar
The discussion shed light on the need to
acknowledge areas and tools of EU-added
value to health. The European Commission
announced that it will also be working with
the French and upcoming presidencies to
ensure the success of the Public Health
Union. 

What we're reading

Child health Interactive framing toolkit on changing the narrative and
conversation about childhood obesity – FrameWorks Institute

Digital health Digital healthcare can be a catalyst for greater health equity –
World Economic Forum

Environmental health inequalities Fact sheet series on unequal environmental
conditions and related health outcomes: housing conditions, urban environments
and transport, basic services, injuries and work settings – WHO/Europe

Food systems Concepts for a sustainable EU food system. Re�ections from a
participatory process – European Commission Joint Research Centre

Food labelling Belgium introduces new food and beverage labelling system to
indicate product impact on environment

Health equity 10 ways business can help to reduce health inequalities – NHS  

Health equity WHO’s Global Health Observatory publishes a step-by-step
manual on inequality monitoring on sexual, reproductive, maternal, newborn,
child and adolescent health  

Health equity A signi�cant health inequality gap exists between Roma and the
majority population across every area of physical and mental health and
wellbeing – ERGO Network
 
Health policy The European Commission provided an overview of health
measures in 22 national Recovery and Resilience Plans covering a total of 37
Billion EUR

Health policy Analysis on the European Health Union highlights that the EU
would bene�t from closer integration in some areas, rather than a radical
overhaul of EU health policy – Bruegel 

Health policy A Health Status Report on Belgian population has been developed
as a tool for policy-makers – Sciensano  

Health promotion Lithuania adopts its health promotion programme 2022 –
2030, allocating EUR 111.1 Million
 
Health promotion Long-term effects of integrated strategies of community
health promotion on diabetes mellitus mortality – Journal of Urban Health 

Mental health There has been no reduction in the burden of depression over the
past three decades – A report by the World Psychiatric Association Commission
advocates for a “whole-of-society approach,” addressing inequities in mental
health  

Nutrition Sugar-sweetened beverage taxes in the WHO European Region:
success through lessons learned and challenges faced  

Nutrition Sugar-sweetened beverage taxes: lessons to date and the future of
taxation -  PLOS Medicine 

Nutrition Estimating the impact of food choices on life expectancy: a modelling
study – PLOS Medicine 

Nutrition Industry levy versus banning promotion on soft drinks in Scotland: a
distributional analysis – Food Policy 

Older people In the beginning of the pandemic, a third of people aged 80 and
over did not leave their homes, nearly a quarter of them reported greater
sadness and depression, and not all were able to bene�t from technological
services to keep virtual contact or receive healthcare – EuroFound  

Young people New guidance urges governments to better involve adolescents
and young people in decision-making about their health – WHO/Europe 

Events

Ministerial Conference on Combatting Homelessness in the European Union - 28
February 

Public webinar for the launch of the WHO European Obesity report – 3 March 

World Obesity Forum high-level policy event on “Building Momentum for Global
Action on Obesity” (EuroHealthNet speaking) – 3 March 

Ministerial Conference on the Implementation of the European Child Guarantee - 3-4
March 

From Words to Action: Addressing Obesity Together. Launching a Declaration for
National Action Plans on Obesity (The MEP Interest Group on Obesity and Health
System Resilience) – 4 March 

European Climate Conference - 7-8 March 

Employment, Social Policy, Health and Consumer Affairs Council (Meeting on
employment and on social policy issue) – 14 March 

Conference on the Future of Europe After the Health Crisis - 14-15 March 

Ministerial Conference on the Mental Health of Vulnerable Young People - 14-15
March

Webinar on Climate change and Health: Addressing climate change impacts on
health through national policies – 16 March 

Stakeholder webinar on “Healthier Together” EU NCDs Initiative – 17 March

The 8th Cohesion Forum - 17-18 March

Employment, Social Policy, Health and Consumer Affairs Council (Meeting on health
issues) - 29 March 

Health Workforce Projects Cluster - Intermediate event: access to health inequalities -
health worker retention & task shifting – 29 March 

European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) conference on "Health challenges in
the EU in the pandemic context" (EuroHealthNet speaking) – 31 March 

In case you missed it

Digital health literacy for Europe's digital future: EuroHealthNet Annual Seminar 2021.
Report available here.
Ensuring Equal Access to All: Cancer in Women - Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan.
Recording available here.
EPC Policy Dialogue: The State of Health in the EU (EuroHealthNet speaking).
Recording available here.
Antimicrobial Resistance One Health Network hybrid meeting. Presentations available
here. 
Webinar on “European Health Union – Not wishful thinking, but a re�ection of
Europeans’ real concerns.” Recording available here.

Full calendar of events

Follow us

Our Partnership
EuroHealthNet is a not-for-pro�t partnership of organisations,
agencies and statutory bodies working on public health, disease
prevention, promoting health, and reducing inequalities.
 
Our partnership is made up of organisations leading in public
health, health promotion, and disease prevention working
together to reduce health inequalities and improve health for all

Read more about us

EuroHealthNet is supported by the European Commission, through the EU
Programme for Employment and Social Innovation (EaSI). This publication
does not necessarily re�ect the position or opinion of the European
Commission. 
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