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Health Headlines

WHO Europe advocates for a
renewed public health
approach for migrant health in
response to the humanitarian
crisis in Ukraine
WHO Europe is working to strengthen
the health infrastructure of its
neighbouring countries to meet the
urgent health needs of refugees �eeing
from con�ict in Ukraine. Such needs
include accessing services for vaccine
preventable diseases, maternal,
newborn, and child health, non-
communicable and communicable
diseases, and mental health and
psychosocial support.   
 
A high-level meeting of governments,
civil society and health partners was
organised  to determine a joint approach
to address the public health of refugees
and migrants. The meeting called for
action on inclusive health emergency
policies, social inclusion and reduction in
health inequalities, strengthened
migration health governance, data
gathering and universal health coverage. 

Peace and security are
fundamental determinants of
health and wellbeing 
The EuroHealthNet Partnership has
called for integrated and coordinated
European action to safeguard good health
in the face of the Ukrainian crisis.
 
EuroHealthNet developed a short
overview of actions taken and funding
made available by the EU to respond to
the war in Ukraine and support the
integration of refugees. Actions that are
relevant for public health are: 

A temporary protection mechanism
for persons �eeing the war reduces
legal barriers for refugees to access
key services, e.g. the labour market,
housing, medical assistance, and
education for children.   
Funding can be mobilised through
the proposal for Cohesion's Action
for Refugees in Europe (CARE). The
Action can provide �nancial backing
for short-term solutions, such as
immediate access to health and
mental health services, as well as
longer-term investments, such as
housing, education, employment,
and social services.

European Parliament and Commission
discuss commitments to develop
sustainable food systems amidst
concerns of food insecurity

EU institution of�cials have come together to debate the future of the EU agriculture’s
green transition and sustainability commitments. The debate took place in the context
of the European Green Deal and its Farm to Fork and Biodiversity strategies, as well
as growing concerns about food security caused by the Ukraine war. 
 
The debate laid bare different views on the commitments to sustainability of food and
farming strategies. Some view that the EU might need to ‘correct’ these
commitments to respond to dangers posed to food security.  Others reiterated the
need to meet those commitments to achieve goals under the New Green Deal and
support a more resilient and independent food system. The views of EU Health
Commissioner Stella Kyriakides can be found here.
 
The Commission also published a new Communication to enhance global food
security and it stepped up support for global action to transform food systems via
eight Global Coalitions, among others one on Healthy Diets and the School Meals
Coalition.

The WHO European Health Report 2021 is out   

Launched every three years, the European Health Report takes
stock of the WHO Europe Region’s progress on Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) health indicators. The 2021 report
shows that the pandemic impeded countries’ efforts in the
following areas: 

The pandemic had an unprecedented impact on mental
health, with lowest levels in women aged 18-24 and 35-
44. 
1-19% of households across countries are unable to pay
for costs of care.
The pandemic led to major disruptions in health services.
The Europe region has the highest levels of smoking
(26% of adult population) and pure alcohol consumption
per year (9.6 litres) of any WHO region.  
Almost 1 in 3 children are overweight or obese. 

The EuroHealthNet Partnership

EuroHealthNet highlights its priorities for the upcoming
European Care Strategy 
EuroHealthNet has called for an integrated, and prevention-centred approach to the
new European Care Strategy, guided by the Economy of Wellbeing and health equity
principles.  EuroHealthNet provided input to a strategic dialogue between the
European Commission’s Directorate General for Employment and social
organisations. Our contribution will feed into the design of the European
Commission’s Strategy for Care, the review of the EU targets for childhood education
and care, and the approach to long-term care. 

EuroHealthNet applauds new
child and adolescent mental
health programme by WHO
Europe and the Government of
Greece  
EuroHealthNet has been a long-standing
advocate for early childhood and
adolescent mental health promotion
programmes that uphold health equity
along the social gradient. Targeting these
groups in particular offers critical entry
points for health across the life course,
establishing the foundations for good
health.  
 
We therefore strongly commend the new
initiative of WHO Europe and the
Government of Greece, to strengthen
and improve the quality of mental health
services for children and adolescents
across the region and develop a package
of evidence-based tools.

EuroHealthNet calls on the EU
to protect children from the
marketing of nutritionally poor
food 
The joint statement, representing 17
leading European organisations including
EuroHealthNet, calls for strong
regulation on food marketing to prevent
the further rise of obesity and major diet-
related diseases.
 
The statement puts forward 6 measures
that will help create sustainable,
empowering food environments that
promote health and wellbeing of future
generations.

EuroHealthNet responds to EU consultations
EuroHealthNet has responded to consultations on:

A preliminary set of priorities ahead of the European Commission DG
Employment Strategic Dialogue on the European Care Strategy Link

Find all our consultation responses here.
 
 
Other ongoing consultations

WHO holds public consultation to reduce alcohol consumption (Deadline:
25 March) Link     
European Care Strategy - Consultation on long-term care and revision of
Barcelona targets (Deadline: 29 March) Link    
Commission launces call for evidence on minimum income (Deadline: 1
April) Link  
3rd health programme (2014-2020) - �nal evalutaion (Deadline: 3 June)
Link

How can community networks help people
stop smoking? Pharos trials new approach to
support interventions 
Pharos has initiated a series of exchanges on Neighbourhood
Approaches to Stop Smoking. The initiative explores the role of
social work and communities in helping individuals to quit. The
aim is to establish guidelines for implementing recognised
smoking cessation interventions, with particular emphasis on
deprived neighbourhoods.  
 
Pharos and RIVM Netherlands will develop and disseminate
the developed tools and knowledge about the approach. 
 
In the Netherlands, 50% of men aged 25-40 with lower levels
of education smoke, and tobacco addiction causes an estimated
30% of difference in life expectancy between people with low
and high education levels.  

More news from the Partnership

EuroHealthNet co-authors an article for Eurohealth magazine on a bottom-
up approach to an Economy of Wellbeing. 
EuroHealthNet participated in a study visit of the EU-funded
CultureForHealth project that looks at connections between art and
culture, and health promotion and disease prevention, and to create a
database of good practices.  
The Austrian Health Promotion Fund (FGÖ) published its work programme
for 2022, prioritising psychosocial health, equitable health opportunities,
gender-fair health promotion and diversity, and climate and health
promotion.  
The Flemish Institute for Healthy Living has analysed preventive health
policies at the Flemish colleges and universities. The results show that
many efforts are made to support students’ mental wellbeing. More needs
to be done to reduce prolonged sedentary hours and to address alcohol
problems.  
The Institute of Public Health in Ireland and Northern Ireland presented
evidence showing that tackling sub-optimal housing conditions should be a
public health issue. It cited that a considerable number of older people are
susceptible to housing-related health risks.      
The Swedish Public Health Agency and the National Board of Health and
Welfare have compiled key learnings of regional initiatives on improving
the accessibility of child health care. Learnings particularly focused on
areas of socio-economic vulnerability or lower vaccine coverage.                   
Santé Publique France studied the effects of social deprivation on the
dynamics of COVID infections in France.                     
The Centre for Global Health Inequalities Research (CHAIN) publishes an
overview of its activities and accomplishments in 2021, including
quantifying the impact of a parent’s education on their child’s chances of
survival.  

News from the EU Institutions

European Child Guarantee national implementation action
plans delayed
The Child Guarantee implementation plans will set out Member States’ vision for
how to support access to basic services such as health, housing, nutrition, schools and
early years care for children living in poverty and social exclusion. While the deadline
for submission was mid-March, only a few EU Member States have managed to
submit their plans to the European Commission so far. 
 
The EU Alliance for Investing in Children, which includes EuroHealthNet will put out a
joint statement that will be available here. Recommending that the EU and its
Member States avoid any further delays, and that the action plans meaningfully
involve all relevant stakeholders. The plans need to account for the health and social
needs of children and families �eeing from the war in Ukraine, and for the children
suffering from rising energy prices and food security as a consequence of the war.  

MEPs support the use of the cohesion policy instrument to
reduce healthcare disparities
The European Parliament adopted a resolution which sees the cohesion policy
instrument being used to reduce health disparities and enhance cross-border health
cooperation. Their recommendations, amongst others, call for a Commission-led
European health advisory board for better utilisation of EU funds in particular in order
to invest more in disease prevention and the promotion of a healthy lifestyle and
active ageing in order to prevent early pressure on health systems They further
recommended establishing disease-speci�c EU centres of excellence and creating
long-term sustainable investments in the health workforce. 

Find 8th Cohesion Report here 

European Commission
organises third stakeholder
webinar on the “Healthier
Together” EU NCDs initiative.  
This webinar focused on the priorities for
health determinants, cardiovascular
diseases, and diabetes, provisionally put
forward by Member States, for further
discussion. On the topic of health
determinants, Member States requested
a joint meeting, set to take place on 3
June with stakeholders to discuss this
horizontal strand of the initiative.
Throughout the webinar, stakeholders
were encouraged to submit their
feedback through the EU Health Policy
Platform before 15 May.  

European Commission
reaf�rms its commitment to
green and digital transition
through launch of the
European Growth Model
Feeding into EU leaders’ informal
discussions, the European Commission
published a Communication on the
European Growth Model. The
Communication recalled the EU’s
common objectives of a green and digital
transition as outlined in the EU Green
Deal and EU’s Digital Decade
respectively, and the need for social and
economic resilience. Member States have
initiated discussions on a new growth
and investment model for 2030, mainly
within the context of the Ukrainian
con�ict. 

Achieving a Wellbeing Economy becomes part of the EU’s
environmental objectives for 2030 
The European Parliament endorsed the EU environment programme until 2030,
which aims to accelerate the EU’s transition to a climate-neutral, clean, circular and
Wellbeing Economy. This programme (the 8th EAP) also foresees the creation of new
indicators which will measure progress “beyond the GDP”, to better guide
policymaking.  

What we're reading

Cancer The European Cancer Information System predicts a 21% increase
in new cancer cases by 2040 – Joint Research Centre.  
Communicating health equity Understanding public attitudes and building
understanding of health and health inequalities through effective
communication techniques – A long read by The Health Foundation.   
Communicating COVID-19 Cross country analysis of the role of national
public health institutes in providing knowledge during the COVID-19
pandemic, including on the effects of public health and social measures –
European Observatory on Health Systems and Policies.   
Gender equality an interactive data map shows how care de�cits impact
the gender earning gap – EU Care Atlas.   
Gender equality Figures show a reduction of 3.4% in gender pay gap
between 2012-2020. There is a larger gap in gender employment
amongst parents, with different employment prospects for mothers and
fathers - Eurostat.   
Gender equality Women in times of COVID-19 - a Flash Eurobarometer
survey mapping pandemic impact on violence against women, mental
health and women’s working lives – European Parliament.   
Green spaces How green are European cities? Green space key to well-
being – but access varies — European Environment Agency.    
Health Inequalities release 2021 Observatory report Unheard, unseen,
and untreated: health inequalities in Europe today –  Medecins Du Monde.
Health Economics Valuing Health for All: rethinking and building a whole-
of-society approach – the WHO Council on the Economics of Health for
All. 
Men’s Mental health Empowering men to undertake healthy and social
participation and active engagement in the labour market through men
sheds – The Step-By-Step (SBS) project publishes its �nal evaluation
report.    
Mental health The Mental Health Indicators project makes relevant data
accessible to local and national users in Scotland. The project aims to
support the use of data to improve population mental health.   
Mental health A new booklet offers resources to support children affected
by the humanitarian situation in Ukraine, available in a variety of
languages.    
Poverty How poverty and exclusion over generations affect aspirations,
hope and decisions, and how to address it – EU Joint Research Centre   
Public health A guidance for policymakers and other stakeholders on
selecting, implementing, and evaluating best policy actions and
interventions in public health – OECD.   
Resilience and recovery Rise like a phoenix: Health at the heart of a
resilient future for Europe – Eurohealth special issue.   
Research and equity A collection of tools and resources to help make
research evidence more relevant for action to reduce social and health
inequalities – For Equity.   
Social deprivation Individuals living in most deprived regions have highest
risk of COVID-19 but lower likelihood of being tested, with social gradient
being more pronounced in densely populated areas, �nds study   
Social investment private capital can be directed to socially valuable
activities. This requires a Social Taxonomy (equivalent to the Green
Taxonomy). Final Report from the Platform on Sustainable Finance.     
Social prescribing To tackle backlogs and modernise services, the UK NHS
will expand its social prescribing practices to, amongst others, arts
activities, gardening and sports.   
Sugar taxes WHO Europe explains how to make taxes on sweetened
drinks an effective health measure, as only 10 out of 53 countries in the
Region have implemented them thus far.   
Sustainable Food Systems Food systems are startlingly absent from most
countries' of�cial national emissions-reduction climate change plans
despite accounting for nearly a third of total global GHG emissions. 
Tobacco control Only six EU countries are on track for reducing tobacco use
by 30% by 2025 according to WHO’s European Health Report 2021. The
report takes stock of health-related SDGs in COVID-19 times, with a focus
on leaving no one behind.   
Women’s health Ireland’s Health Minister launched the country’s
“Women’s Health Action Plan” in the hopes of addressing gaps in
women’s health services.  

Events

2022 Climate Change Talk: Children’s Brain Development in a Changing
Climate  -  Dr. Kam Sripada from the LaMarsh Centre for Child & Youth Research
– 24 March   
Webinar on better meals for Europe’s children: Pathways to serving healthier,
tastier, more sustainable food in schools from the European Public Health
Alliance - 24 March   
Ministerial meeting on Employment, Social Policy, Health and Consumer Affairs
Council, focusing on mental health - 29 March   
Webinar on health workforce projects cluster - access to health inequalities -
health worker retention & task shifting from the European Commission -29
March   
Conference on "Health challenges in the EU in the pandemic context" from the
European Economic and Social Committee (EuroHealthNet speaking) – 31
March 
Webinar on people in their ecosystems: a community and nature approach to
mental health care from the Nederlandse GGZ and the Dutch International
Mental Health Hub - 1 April   
Webinar on World Health Day: Our planet, our health – WHO Europe - 7 April    
PES Network Stakeholder Conference 2022 ‘Jointly addressing labour and skills
shortages – preparing for Europe’s future labour market’ – 7-8 April   
Seminar on Health as a lever for action on climate change from  Santé Publique
France and The International Association of National Public Health Institutes - 8
April     
European Immunization Week 2022 - 24 - 30 April    
European Mental Health Week 2022 - 9-13 May             
European Public Health Week 2022 - 16-20 May      
IMMUNION: Train the Trainers on vaccine con�dence and communication - 21
June      
2022 Salzburg Conference: Health and Poverty (EuroHealthNet speaks) - 12-13
September      
15th European Public Health Conference - 9-12 Novermber 2022 - Registration
opens on 1 April 

In case you missed it

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change Press Conference – Climate
Change 2022: Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability – Report and recordings
available here.        
EU4Health information session for �rst wave of calls for 2022 – Recordings
available here.      
The European health workforce and the digital skills gap. What is the EU’s role
in closing the divide? Recording available here. 
Webinar on Urban Nature, Green Spaces and Health, organised by the Union for
the Mediterranean / WHO Regional Of�ce for Europe. Recording and
presentations available here.

Full calendar of events

Follow us

Our Partnership
EuroHealthNet is a not-for-pro�t partnership of organisations,
agencies and statutory bodies working on public health, disease
prevention, promoting health, and reducing inequalities.
 
Our partnership is made up of organisations leading in public
health, health promotion, and disease prevention working
together to reduce health inequalities and improve health for all

Read more about us

EuroHealthNet is funded by the European Union. However, the information
and views set out in this publication are those of the author and do not
necessarily re�ect the of�cial opinion of the European Commission. The
Commission does not guarantee the accuracy of the data included in this
publication. Neither the Commission nor any person acting on the
Commission’s behalf may be held responsible for the use which may be made
of the information contained therein.
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