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Health Headlines

EuroHealthNet publishes a Policy Précis on an Economy of
Wellbeing for a healthier, more sustainable, and more resilient
society

The Economy of Wellbeing provides a vision of an economy that bene�ts both people
and the planet and helps meet people's fundamental needs. Through this model,
investments in the determinants of health lead to a greater sense of wellbeing, and
sustainable economic growth and societal progress.  
 
Our new Policy Précis examines the concept of the Economy of Wellbeing and how it
helps deal with crises such as climate breakdown and the growing burden of NCD's. It
covers policies and initiatives from the EU, WHO and OECD, as well as practice
examples from Ireland, Wales and Finland. The Précis provides concrete
recommendations to embed the principles of the Economy of Wellbeing into policies and
systems. 
 
Learn more about the Economy of Wellbeing through our:

2-minute video 5-minute summary 15-minute Policy Précis

Last chance to register! 2022 EuroHealthNet Seminar “Growing
strong in times of crisis – Investing in wellbeing and health
equity for young and old”
31 May 2022, 13:30-17:30 CEST, Brussels

Demographic change, growing inequalities, climate crisis, COVID-19, and the impacts of
war are affecting the health and wellbeing of our societies. This year’s in-person
EuroHealthNet seminar will explore how we can mitigate these challenges. Discussions
will focus on:

Securing the conditions for health equity and wellbeing in childhood and
adolescence;
Prioritising public investments for healthy and active ageing; and
Strengthening our societies, through concepts like the Economy of Wellbeing.

The seminar will feature speakers from the European Commission, UNESCO Chair for
Global Health and Education, the Centre for Global Health Inequalities Research
(CHAIN), Eurochild, Public Health Wales, the Ambient Assisted Living Association, and
the Andalusian Regional Ministry of Health and Families.
 
There are only a handful of places left to attend this in-person event. Register for the
seminar below.

Register to attend the in-
person event

Sign up to receive the
report of the seminar

WHO/Europe accelerates work on mental health and obesity

Fostering a holistic approach to mental
health
 
Between 4-5 May, the WHO/Europe Pan-
European Coalition for Mental Health met
for the �rst time.
 
With over 150 participants in attendance,
discussions sought to position mental
health at the centre of the way in which
we live, study and work (rather than
con�ning it to just healthcare). The
meeting served to establish the working
packages through which the Coalition will
structure its work.
 
As part of the Coalition, EuroHealthNet
will contribute to the working packages
on mental health at the workplace; the
mental health of children, adolescents
and ageing populations; and structural
reforms of the system. Coalition members
will work to identify good practices and
frameworks for their implementation.    

No European country is on track to halt
the rise in obesity by 2025, WHO Europe
reports 
 
The new WHO’s European Regional
Obesity Report reiterates the need to
address obesogenic environments and
manage obesity across the life course. It
also focuses on more contemporary
challenges, such as harmful commercial
marketing targeted at children and the
effects of the COVID-19 crisis.
 
The report, to which EuroHealthNet
contributed, makes recommendations to
include prevention and control of obesity
within measures to build back better
after the pandemic.  

The European Commission launches the EU Health Data
Space, what does this mean for public health?  
The new European Health Data Space (EHDS) aims to support the digital transition of
health systems. It is built on two principles:

1. to empower individuals to control and utilise their health data locally or in other
Member States;

2. improving the use of health data for research, innovation, and policymaking
through a strong legal framework.  

EuroHealthNet has emphasised the importance of accompanying programmes which
enhance social inclusion, digital health literacy and citizen protection, to foster
sustainability in health systems and improve health outcomes across the
socioeconomic gradient.  
 
At this time, the EHDS is a proposal made by the European Commission. It is still to
be approved by the European Council and Parliament, which is gearing towards
producing a report on the �le. 

The EuroHealthNet Partnership

EuroHealthNet joins call to
improve public health training
on the climate change
emergency and environmental
sustainability
Between the 4-5 May, the EU's Health
Policy Platform held its Annual Meeting
where thematic networks presented
their joint statements on select topics.
 
EuroHealthNet was active in the thematic
network on climate and health education
in Europe, which advocated the
importance of training the public health
sector and wider health workforce on
climate change and health and equity
impacts.  

Read the joint statement

The EU Joint Action on
Healthy Food for a Healthy
Future is concerned about
food security and inequalities

Best ReMaP (The Joint Action on Healthy
Food for a Healthy Future) issued a
statement on the impact of the war in
Ukraine on food security. Amongst
others, it calls on policymakers to ensure
the availability and affordability of
healthy food without compromising the
sustainability commitments of the EU
Green Deal.  
 
The Joint Action in which EuroHealthNet
works with the Slovenian and Italian
public health institutes, is organising a
joint conference with other food
initiatives due to take place on 14-16
June 2022 in Brussels.

Public Health Scotland
develops digital training on
the role of police in improving
public health  

 
With the “Introduction to Public Health”
online learning hub, Public Health
Scotland aims to inform public services on
the wider social determinants of health to
reinforce a shared public health approach.
It has now added a new section to the
learning hub on the role of Police Scotland.
 
Collaborating with the police as well as
working alongside communities and the
voluntary sector, this strong partnership is
a shining example of how health and
wellbeing can be improved through
collaborations between local government
and public health authorities.  

Institute for Healthy Living
launches learning platform
on health promotion 
 
The Flemish Institute for Healthy Living
launched the “Healthy Living Academy” –
a learning platform on health promotion
and disease prevention.
 
This platform offers both online and in-
person training for public health
professionals, those working in other
sectors and the general public. Topics
covered include: physical activity, mental
wellbeing and tobacco.
 
Trainings are also categorised based on
the setting they apply to, including local
government, day care and family, leisure,
and more.

EuroHealthNet responds to EU consultations 
EuroHealthNet has responded to consultations on:

Public Consultation on the �nal evaluation of the third health programme
2014-2020.
Public Consultation on the Sustainable Food Systems legislative initiative. 
The 2023 Stakeholder’s Targeted Consultation in EU4Health priorities,
strategic orientations and needs.

Find all our consultation responses here. 
 
Other ongoing consultations: 

Evaluation of the legislative framework for tobacco control – Deadline 17 June 
Digital health data and services – the European health data space – Deadline 4
July 
Review of the EU school fruit, vegetables, and milk scheme - Deadline 28
July 

 

More news from the Partnership

EuroHealthNet joins the Advisory Board of the EU-funded Culture For
Health project which aims to create change through culture in health and
wellbeing across the EU. The project is collecting examples of good
practices in the �eld, contributing to an extensive repository of arts and
culture initiatives aimed at improving health and wellbeing. 
 
In its response to a public consultation on developing a Clean Air Strategy
for Ireland, Public Health Ireland called to consider the public health
impacts of the proposed policy and incorporate a health-in-all-policies
approach.  

Kicking off the second phase of the  “First Years First Priority” campaign,
the Portuguese Foundation Nossa Senhora do Bom Sucesso will
coordinate efforts of a national coalition to sensitise policy makers and
public and private sectors to invest in early childhood. 

The Dutch National Institute for Public Health and the Environment (RIVM)
studied the impact of adopting a ‘broad health concept’ in three regions in
the Netherlands, reporting its added value and challenges in
implementation.  

The Norwegian Directorate of Health and the Slovenian National Institute
of Public Health published advice on improving physical activity to combat
excessive sedentary lifestyles. 

Trimbos Institute and RIVM highlighted effective interventions and policy
measures for mental health and prevention across the life course in a new
fact sheet. 

The Healthy Austria Fund (FGӦ) provides technical support to companies
and employees in new guidelines to create a health-promoting work
framework that caters for teleworking.  

The Piedmont Regional Health Promotion Documentation Center (DoRS)
has developed a dossier with resources on the importance of access to
green and blue spaces for mental and physical health, active lifestyles, and
equity.  

News from the EU Institutions

Discussions are sparked on EU Treaty reforms and its new role
in social and health policy as the conference on 'Future of
Europe' concludes its �ndings. 
The European Parliament endorsed the outcomes from the Conference on the Future of
Europe – the fruit of the year-long consultation process with citizens across the EU.
The �nal report addresses multiple areas, including proposals for the EU's shared
competence in health and healthcare and the development of a Social Progress Index.
All three EU institutions will now examine the proposals and update citizens in a
meeting foreseen for Autumn 2022.  

European Parliament Special
Committee on the COVID-19
pandemic re�ects on EU’s
actions and next steps
The COVID-19 Committee organised an
exchange with the EU Health
Commissioner Stella Kyriakides to
discuss the EU’s response to the
pandemic. It will develop its of�cial
working programme in the coming
weeks, and host meetings with various
Commissioners to synchronise on the
wide-ranging issues it will cover.  
 
EuroHealthNet has already reached out
to the Committee, presenting the
Partnership’s cross-country analyses on
COVID-19 lessons learned on the role of
the public health agencies in gathering
behavioural insights, public health
communication, addressing the mental
health needs, and integrating health
equity into the public health practice.  

The digital arm of the EU
Child Rights Strategy is
outlined in a new European
Strategy for a Better Internet
for Kids
The European Commission has launched
the European Strategy for a Better
Internet for Kids to ensure that children
and young people are protected,
empowered and respected online.
 
Through age-appropriate digital services,
the strategy promotes safe digital
experiences, increased digital skills and
competences, and active participation
amongst children.  

The EESC welcomes civil
society calls for a sustainable
economy for the wellbeing of
society 
 
In a conference organised by the European
Economic and Social Committee (EESC), EU
institutions and key stakeholders strongly
agreed that alternative economic models,
such as the Wellbeing Economy are key
moving forward. With the aim of building a
socially-inclusive and  environmentally
sustainable economy, the conference also
launched the civil society initiative to create
a Roadmap for the European Wellbeing
Economy Deal. 
 

What we're reading
Air pollution Citizens may sue their governments for �nancial compensation
over exposure to illegal levels of air pollution, damaging for their health -
Reuters 

Behavioural insights The role of behaviour insights in overcoming challenges
linked to the evolving COVID-19 pandemic, including vaccine coverage,
sustainable pandemic policies and population preparedness and willingness to
adhere to mitigation measures – Eurosurveillance 

Behavioural insights WHO published a set of considerations for national health
authorities on setting up behavioural insights units for improved health
outcomes
 
Behavioural insights Impact of the “when the fun stops, stop” gambling message
on online gambling behaviour: a randomised, online experimental study - The
Lancet Public Health
 
COVID-19 WHO estimates 14.9 million excess deaths due to COVID-19
between 2020 and 2021 

COVID-19 OECD publishes new data, analysis and policy recommendations on
the impact of COVID-19 on health and health systems 
 
Commercial determinants New evidence reveals the connection between food
marketing and the increased consumption of unhealthy food among children –
University of Liverpool 

Commercial determinants WHO publishes new technical report on regulating
cross-border alcohol marketing, advertising, and promotion to reduce alcohol
consumption. 

Economy of wellbeing The UK Institute for Public Policy Research (IPPR)
launched a report on the economic potential of acting on health inequalities, as
well as a new Health and Prosperity Commission to understand the link
between health and the economy 

Food systems With food insecurity reaching new heights, the international
community is pushing for a shift in approach which better deals with the root
causes – The Food and Agriculture Association of the UN
 
Health systems A new WHO report maps out a conceptual framework for long-
term care actions within the health and social policy landscape and highlights
the importance of integrated and community-based systems to increase
resilience and sustainability

Housing A new report by Foundation for European Progressive Studies (FEPS)
sets out concrete actions to improve social and affordable housing in the EU

Health inequalities The role of doctors and other healthcare professionals in
promoting the health-in-all policies principle to reduce health inequalities -
Standing Committee of European Doctors (CPME) 

Health inequalities Association of neighbourhood disadvantage and individual
socioeconomic position with all-cause mortality: a longitudinal multicohort
analysis - The Lancet Public Health
 
Health inequalities Study on social services with particular focus on personal
targeted social services for people in vulnerable situations  - European
Commission
 
Mental health Mental health, inequality and trust: What we learned from the
COVID-19 pandemic – World Economic Forum 

Mental health With every one in six workers facing mental health issues in
Britain, this report builds a case for investment in mental wellbeing in the work
place - Deloitte 

Mental health Concluding European Mental Health Week (9-13 May), Mental
Health Europe publishes policy recommendations for targeted mental health
support at every stage of life, focusing on adequate prevention, meaningful
empowerment, and active engagement

Racial equality The new Race Equality Framework is a self-assessment tool to
help organisations improve racial equality in public involvement in health and
care research – British National Institute for Health and Care Research (NIHR)  

SDGs OECD report provides high-level overview of countries’ performance
across the SDGs, supporting Member States in prioritising actions which
contribute to the 2030 Agenda – OECD 

Tobacco cessation Finland enforces stricter anti-smoking laws, removing brand
images and logos from the packaging of tobacco products – Tobacco Journal
International 

Tobacco cessation The wider determinants of health, together with the varying
levels of industry targeting and access to support services, heavily impact the
rates of tobacco cessation – Cancer Research UK  

Ukraine The WHO Health Cluster Ukraine has published a Public Health
Situation Analysis of the situation in Ukraine, identifying priority health threats
to the population affected by con�ict, now and over the next three months  

Urban planning Redesigning cities to facilitate easy access to all services for
people by ensuring they are within a 15-minute walk or bike ride - Politico
 
Vaccination ECDC publishes 30-minute online course on drivers and barriers to
vaccine acceptance & strategies to increase vaccine uptake 
 
Wellbeing Tenth anniversary of the World Happiness Report (2022)  -
Sustainable Development Solutions Network

Work-life balance COFACE launches #familyteamwork campaign to initiate
conversations within families about sharing the care and household tasks and
breaking down stereotypical roles
 

Events

Seventy-�fth World Health Assembly – World Health Organization – 22-28
May 

EU Green Week - European Commission – 30 May – 5 June  

EuroHealthNet’s Annual Seminar “Growing Strong in times of crisis – Investing
in health equity and wellbeing for young and old” – 31 May, 13:30-17:30
 
Exchange of good practices in occupational safety and health (OSHA) – EU-
OSHA European Agency for Safety and Health at Work - 13-14 June 

Future directions for nutrition and physical activity policies to prevent NCDs
across Europe – Joint Action Best-ReMaP, projects CO-CREATE, STOP and PEN
joint symposium – 14-16 June (EuroHealthNet speaking) 

Santé Publique France Public Health Prevention Days Registration link and a
dedicated workshop on: Promoting smoking cessation among vulnerable people:
challenges and good practices in Europe to reduce health inequity (Co-organised
by EuroHealthNet Thematic Working Group on Social Marketing to Tackle
Addictions, EuroHealthNet speaking) - 16-17 June 

24th Austrian Health Promotion Conference "Promote health - protect the
climate” Registration link (Hybrid event at the Design Center Linz, Austria) -
June 21   

Train the trainers on vaccine con�dence and communication, organised by
EuroHealthNet as IMMUNION coordinator – 21 June 

NARE Mental Health in Employment -  21 June (EuroHealthNet speaking)

ONE – Health, Environment, Society – Conference 2022 - 21-24 June 

EU NCDs Initiative "Healthier Together" High-Level event launching the EU
Non-Communicable Diseases Initiative – 22 June  

UCL Summer School: Social Determinants of Health – 4-8 July

Observatory Venice Summer School 2022: Implementing innovation: how do we
make best practice work? - 24-30 July

European Health Forum Gastein – 27-29 September 

15th European Public Health Conference (including EuroHealthNet Plenary on
the transformational potential of health promotion to reorient health services) –
9-12 November 

Full calendar of events

In case you missed it

What are the commercial determinants of cancer control policy? – European
Observatory on Health Systems and Policies, 27 April (Recording available
here)
 
The Symposium on Vaccination and the pandemic: lessons from behavioural
sciences – JRC Centre for Behavioural Insights, 26 April 2022 (Recording
available here, password: VaC210416SC) 

Four Pillars of “Health in All Policies” for Sustainable Multisectoral
Collaboration on Social Determinants of Health, Equity and Well-being – WHO,
Global Network for Health in All Policies, Centre for Health in All Policies
Research Translation, 12 May (Recording available here)

EU Public Health Week 2022 – EUPHA, 16-20 May (Recordings and more
information available here)  

Follow us

Our Partnership
EuroHealthNet is a not-for-pro�t partnership of organisations,
agencies and statutory bodies working on public health, disease
prevention, promoting health, and reducing inequalities.
 
Our partnership is made up of organisations leading in public
health, health promotion, and disease prevention working
together to reduce health inequalities and improve health for all

Read more about us

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however
those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily re�ect those of the
European Union or the European Commission. Neither the European Union
nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them.
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