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Welcome to Health Highlights, EuroHealthNet's
monthly newsletter. We bring you the most important
news and information about health equity, wellbeing,
and their determinants.

Health Headlines

Advancing the NCDs agenda – European and global
developments 
 
European Commission launches toolkit for implementation of EU NCDs Initiative
“Healthier Together”

The “Healthier Together” toolkit identi�es
policies and practices to tackle non-
communicable diseases (NCDs). It also maps
the EU’s legal and �nancial tools that can
support its implementation. €156 million
was earmarked under the EU4Health 2022
work programme for its implementation.
Throughout the consultation period,
EuroHealthNet has actively voiced its key
priorities for ambitious action around health
determinants and mental health. We
strongly commend the toolkit’s focus on
health promotion and reducing health
inequalities. 
 
Moving forward, EuroHealthNet has issued a
statement, calling for strong coordination
within and between Member States as well
as a transparent process of accountability to
facilitate the effective implementation of the
initiative.

World Health Assembly accelerates global action on
NCDs
 
The World Health Assembly approved the global
implementation roadmap to accelerate action on NCDs. This
roadmap calls on Member States to: (1) strengthen multi-
stakeholder engagement, (2) improve monitoring and
surveillance systems, and (3) prioritise research around
NCDs, their determinants and health governance.
 
Additionally, a new acceleration plan to prevent and
manage obesity formalises a whole-of-government
approach to tackle obesogenic environments. The Assembly
also adopted the Action Plan (2022-2030) for implementing
the Global Strategy to Reduce the Harmful Use of Alcohol, a
signi�cant risk factor for NCDs.

New European Parliament
Working Group tracks
implementation of the
European Child Guarantee
This working group was launched by the
Employment and Social Affairs Committee to
ensure Member States’ commitment to
addressing poverty and social exclusion
among the most vulnerable children.
Exchange with the European Commission,
national governments and experts will help
scrutinise the implementation of the
European Child Guarantee in line with the
national action plans. This comes at a timely
moment, ahead of the High Level
Presidency Conference on Child Support on
7 July, organised by the incoming Czech
Presidency of the Council of the EU.

About the European Child Guarantee

New environmental Council
Recommendations facilitate a
green and fair transition 
EU Ministers adopted the Council
Recommendation on ensuring a fair
transition towards climate neutrality, helping
Member States maximise the potential of
the green transition - in a just and inclusive
way - in line with the European Pillar of
Social Rights. They also adopted a
Recommendation on learning for
environmental sustainability to support
education institutions to integrate
environmental sustainability across activities
and operations.
 
EuroHealthNet provided input regarding
health equity and wellbeing for both Council
Recommendations:

Consultation on the social and labour
aspects of the just transition towards
climate neutrality
Public consultation on education for
environmental sustainability

The EuroHealthNet Partnership

EuroHealthNet Partnership convenes for General Council
meeting, elects new President and adopts Annual Report
EuroHealthNet is pleased to welcome its new President, Prof Dr Martin Dietrich, Acting
Director of the German Federal Centre for Health Education (BZgA). Our gratitude also goes
out to Dr Mojca Gabrijelčič Blenkuš, Senior Advisor at the Slovenian National Institute of
Public Health (NIJZ), who served as President for the past four years and will stay on as
Honorary Advisor. The General Council also adopted the EuroHealthNet Annual Report
2021/22 'Building resilience in times of change’.
 
Based on the General Council meeting and the rich discussions of EuroHealthNet’s annual
seminar “Growing Strong In times of crisis - Investing in wellbeing and health equity for
young and old” on the previous day, an outcome statement was published. It called for the
integration of equity and wellbeing in policymaking to achieve whole-systems change, built
on the principles of an Economy of Wellbeing.    

EuroHealthNet’s TWIG on
Social Marketing to Address
Addictions organises
workshop at France's public
health conference
The workshop facilitated an exchange of
good practices around effective social
marketing campaigns, including from France,
the Netherlands and tobacco control
interventions across Europe. It also served as
an opportunity for the EuroHealthNet
thematic working group (TWIG) to feature
its work in France, the Netherlands, Ireland,
Belgium, and Poland, with a focus on health
determinants and inequalities.
 
More information about Les Rencontres
2022 is available here.

Read more about our TWIGs

Public Health France
publishes dossier on urban
planning, as an important
determinant of population
health and healthy living
environments.
While poor city planning damages the
health of those who live there, healthy
urban planning can minimise exposure to
risk factors such as air and noise pollution. It
can also make healthcare more accessible,
promote use of green space, and encourage
active mobility. 
 
By capturing the state of knowledge, this
dossier places urban planning in the context
of climate change and other crises, and
provides examples of new ways of policy
making and examples of action on the local
level and abroad.

Read the dossier

EuroHealthNet responds to EU consultations
EuroHealthNet has responded to consultations on:

2023 Stakeholders' Targeted Consultation on EU4Health priorities, strategic
orientations and needs
Evaluation of the EU legislative framework for tobacco control

Find all our consultation responses here.
 
Other ongoing consultations:

Smoke-free environments – updated recommendation – Deadline 20 July
Digital health data and services – the European health data space - Deadline 28 July
Review of the EU school fruit, vegetables and milk scheme - Deadline 28 July

More news from the Partnership

EuroHealthNet has published two vacancies. It is recruiting a Programme
Manager and a part-time Administrative and Operations Assistant.

EuroHealthNet spoke at the Policy Symposium on NCD Prevention in Brussels,
showcasing our work on integrating a food system sustainability indicator in EU
policy frameworks as part of the Joint Action BestReMaP.

EuroHealthNet presented on the Economy of Wellbeing at the 2022 BVPG
conference in Germany discussing a strengthened Health Service (ÖGD,
Öffentlicher Gesundheitdienst) as a central actor for health promotion and
disease prevention at local level.

New Horizon Europe project 'Label2Enable', will promote a health app
assessment framework and label, communicating the quality reliability of health
apps across the EU. 

The CultureForHealth EU project launches a new, accessible, map and directory
of Arts and Health projects and programs in Europe and around the world, with
a compilation of over 500 examples.

The Italian institute of Health (ISS), supported by the Italian Ministry of Health,
created a psychoeducational program to teach young people about useful
socioemotional skills to navigate through digital platforms.

A Dutch study supported by the National Institute for Public Health and the
Environment (RIVM) on the impact of COVID-19 on population health and
wellbeing shows that nearly half of surveyed youth suffered from mental health
issues during the last lockdown.

Public Health Scotland published a brie�ng on the third round of “The COVID-
19 Early Years Resilience and Impact Survey”, highlighting that while some
families report positive impacts, the pandemic gave rise to more challenges for
some Scottish families

Public Health Wales welcomes the Welsh Government's consultation on
improving young people's health and reducing obesity through new legislation.

Trimbos Netherlands establishes a new assistance tool for individuals looking for
suitable (self) help resources to build mental health resilience.

Flanders Institute for Healthy Living looks into the role of media in promoting
healthy lifestyles, for instance by including aspects of healthy lifestyles in
programming, showing more diverse body types in its programming, and
reconsidering its role in af�rming stereotypes.

New pilot run by the Slovakian Ministry of Health ensures the presence of a
health care provider in kindergartens, primary or secondary schools, connecting
primary prevention to education in schools.
 
SOSTE and partners are organising an exchange exploring what it is like to be
poor in Finland. The event will highlight the voices of people who experience or
have experienced poverty themselves.
 
Public health Scotland adds practice development hub for reducing inequalities
to its Virtual Learning Environment, where individuals can select sections most
relevant to their learning needs and source information about how to integrate
actions in their daily work. It also added a learning hub on challenging weight
stigma.

Institute of Public Health Ireland and Trimbos Institute contribute to the Tobacco
Endgame, Nobody Left Behind Conference in Ireland.

News from the EU Institutions

A new milestone for fair and decent working conditions –
Member States and MEPs reach agreement on adequate
minimum wages. 
The agreement between the two EU institutions, once legally adopted, will establish
frameworks to promote adequate minimum wages and decent living standards. This is a key
component of the European Pillar of Social Rights, and will be further supported by recent
Member State commitments to meet the Pillar’s social targets on employment, poverty and
adult training.

MEPs adopt resolution for EU
Treaty changes, and call on
European Council to trigger
the process
In its resolution, the European Parliament
has called for greater EU power in health,
social and economic policies, the
implementation of the European Pillar of
Social Rights and streamlining of a “Social
Progress Protocol” in the Treaties. The
decision to formally initiate the process now
lies with the European Council.

Read the resolution here

The European Commission’s
proposal for a new EU Global
Health Strategy is put to
discussion within the Council
of the EU 
EU Health Ministers approved the decision
to initiate a review of the EU Global Health
Strategy, with the aim of rede�ning global
health priorities. This revision seeks to
improve health systems by tackling global
health threats and non-communicable
diseases, addressing inequalities and
operationalising the One Health approach.

What we're reading
Cancer prevention Infographic on Europe’s public health opportunity to tackle cancer
through the reduction on environmental pollutants – Health and Environment Alliance
and European Cancer Leagues

Child health The EU project STOP (Science and Technology in childhood Obesity
Policy) published policy briefs on behavioural insights to children’s diets, school food
environments, food reformulation, physical activity in schools and inequalities in
obesity treatment.

Citizen engagement In the "European Parliament Spring 2022 Survey", European
respondents indicated the �ght against poverty and social exclusion as well as the
preservation of democracy as top political priorities.

Civil Society European civil society organisations are calling upon European
Commission President von der Leyen to propose a European Civil Society Strategy.

Climate change The EU Health Policy Platform Climate-Health Education Thematic
Network releases joint statement advocating training on climate change and health
among public health and wider health workforce.

Commercial determinants The 9th European Alcohol Policy Conference Statement
(Oslo Declaration) calls for policy action on multiple fronts to reduce alcohol harms.

European Semester The European Semester 2022 Spring Package, and
accompanying Country Reports and Speci�c Recommendations, address key
challenges that EU members will face in the next years.
 
Food policy WHO launches four policies on the promotion of healthy diets, with a
focus on protecting children from food marketing, nutrition labelling, the reformulation
of food and beverage for healthier diets and �scal policies to promote healthy diets.

Food policy European Public Health Alliance publishes position paper on a package of
policy recommendations to create sustainable and healthy food environments
 
Going beyond GDP: Rather than prioritising economic growth, policies should shift
their focus to achieving long-term societal and environmental goals - World Wide
Fund for Nature, Wellbeing Economy Alliance and European Environment Bureau
 
Gender equality European Commission publishes review of gender budgeting
concepts and approaches.
 
Healthy ageing A life-course approach to public investments in health paves the way
for policies which bene�t all generations, setting them up for lifelong health – The
European Observatory on Health Systems and Policies
 
Healthy living environments Despite relative wealth of OECD and EU member states,
countries have not succeeded in guaranteeing a healthy environment for all children. -
UNICEF
 
Healthy living environments Over 75% of the urban innovations which successfully
reduced car use were implemented at local governance levels – The Conversation
 
Healthy living environments Protecting environments and health by building urban
resilience – WHO reviews evidence, indicator frameworks and experiences. 
 
Healthy lifestyles Over 90% of OECD countries have action plans for unhealthy diets
and physical inactivity, but responses need to improve through comprehensive and
targeted approaches, adequate resources and upscaling, and incentives for evidence-
based research
 
Health systems New framework on health systems performance assessment places
equity as one of the �ve speci�c performance goals for a functioning health system  –
WHO, European Observatory on Health Systems and policies
 
Mental health Climate change negatively impacts mental health and psychosocial
wellbeing. Environmental considerations should be streamlined in mental health
policies, practices, and integrated community-based approaches – WHO
 
Mental health WHO World Mental Health Report calls on stakeholders to strengthen
their commitment to mental wellbeing, reshape in�uencing environments and
cultivate more resilient mental health systems.
 
Primary health care As a key entry-point to high-performing health systems, primary
health care requires investments driven by �nancing arrangements which place
health equity at the centre – Lancet Global Health Commission
 
Primary health care WHO Europe develops strategy to strengthen primary health care
systems.
 
Social rights Amsterdam, Barcelona, Madrid, and Vienna submit pledges to advance
on a number of principles of the European Pillar of Social Rights
 
Social innovation Published by DG EMPL, a practical guide for project promoters on
social experimentation and a toolkit for scaling-up social innovation aim to support
fostering of social innovation under the European Social Fund+ (ESF+).
 
Sustainable Development Goals Report on how the Global Action Plan for Healthy
Lives and Wellbeing for All is encouraging synergies between pandemic responses
and longer-term action on the SDGs – WHO
 
Sustainable Development Goals An assessment of EU progress towards the SDGs
shows improvement health and wellbeing (SDG 3), but slower progress on reduced
inequalities (SDG 10), sustainable cities and communities (SDG 11), quality education
(SDG 4), zero hunger (SDG 2), climate action (SDG 13) - Eurostat
 
Tobacco cessation Independent review on how the British government can help
people quit smoking highlights that improving prevention services and reducing
health disparities are key components of the 2030 smoke free target.
  
Tobacco cessation The harmful impacts of the tobacco industry also have
environmental consequences, signifying that it is a planetary problem too – WHO

Events

 

Institute of Public Health Ireland launches new digital learning module on Health
Impact Assessment – 29 June

European Committee of Regions Interregional Group on Health and Well-being:
“Addressing the challenge of gender and health” - 30 June (EuroHealthNet speaking)
– (Hybrid event in Brussels)

UCL Summer School: Social Determinants of Health – 4-8 July

High Level Presidency Conference on Child Support in the Context of the Child
Guarantee – Czech Presidency of the Council of the EU, 7 July (Prague)

2023 EU4Health Stakeholders’ Event – European Commission, 8 July

Informal Workshop on Climate Change - Czech Presidency of the Council of the EU,
11-12 July (Prague)

Symposium Concha Colomer by the Municipalities for Health of the Valencian
Community and the European Training Consortium in Public Health and Health
Promotion – 18 July (Hybrid event in Valencia)

European Health Forum Gastein – 27-29 September

European Research and Innovation Days 2022 – 28-29 September

15th European Public Health Conference – 9-12 November

In case you missed it

EuroHealthNet Annual Seminar “Growing Strong In times of crisis - Investing in
wellbeing and health equity for young and old” – 31 May (Report available here)

Rural Pact Conference 15-16 June (Report available here)

Policy Symposium on NCD Prevention: Future directions for nutrition and physical
activity policies to prevent NCDs across Europe - EuroHealthNet moderated.
(Recording available here)

Launch of Healthier Together – The EU NCDs Initiative – 22 June (Recording available
here, Password: @HPP_webinar2022)

Full calendar of events

Follow us

Our Partnership
EuroHealthNet is a not-for-pro�t partnership of organisations,
agencies and statutory bodies working on public health, disease
prevention, promoting health, and reducing inequalities.
 
Our partnership is made up of organisations leading in public
health, health promotion, and disease prevention working
together to reduce health inequalities and improve health for all

Read more about us

EuroHealthNet is funded by the European Union. However, the information
and views set out in this publication are those of the author and do not
necessarily re�ect the of�cial opinion of the European Commission. The
Commission does not guarantee the accuracy of the data included in this
publication. Neither the Commission nor any person acting on the
Commission’s behalf may be held responsible for the use which may be made
of the information contained therein.


