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On 29 November 2021, EuroHealthNet organised a country exchange on climate change
and health, to learn from public health institutes, national and regional authorities about
their ongoing initiatives to mitigate and adapt to the impacts of climate change in ways
that benefit health and contribute to reducing inequalities. Twelve EuroHealthNet
member organisations as well as representatives of the WHO European Centre for
Environment and Health took part in the meeting (See Annex 2 for the list of
participants). They shared a wealth of information about their activities on the ground
and how they fit in the broader frameworks of the European Commission, such as the
European Green Deal and the Just Transition. The country exchange took place within
EuroHealthNet’s contract agreement with the EU Programme for Employment and
Social Innovation (EaSI). This short report brings together strategies and activities
currently undertaken by EuroHealthNet and its member organisations, the WHO, the
European Commission and IANPHI, in relation to climate change, health and social
equity.
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Climate action at the global level:

setting the scene
Some of the immediate effects of climate change on health that we see on a day-today basis are extreme weather events: heat waves, drought, fires, storms, and floods.
But there are also longer-term health consequences caused through changes in food
systems and water systems, increase of habitats for vector borne diseases, etc. The
impact of climate change on mental health should also not be underestimated,
particularly on younger generations, as well as for people who have lost their loved
ones, their property or businesses due to climate change. Oliver Schmoll, Programme
Manager at WHO European Centre for Environment and Health, provided an overview
of some of these health consequences, shared insights on the 26th Conference of the
Parties (global climate summit COP26), and gave an update on WHO activities on
climate change and health.

Graph 1. Warming projections. Source: Climate Action tracker May 2021, presented
by Oliver Schmoll, WHO European Centre for Environment and Health
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UN Climate Change Conference in Glasgow (COP26). Despite high expectations, many
stakeholders were disappointed by the outcomes of COP26. Even if countries deliver on
their pledges and achieve the targets they have set, it will not be enough to limit
temperature rises to 1.5oC, as agreed in the Paris Agreement on Climate Change,
adopted in 2015 (see Graph 1).
The key outcome of COP26 is the Glasgow Climate Pact. Amongst the most relevant
elements to note are:
•
•
•

•
•

The Right to health is mentioned in the preamble, as it is in the Paris
Agreement.
Health is recognised as a leading driver for climate action.
Signatories agreed to revisit emission-cutting plans (the “pledges”) in 2022,
during the COP27, that will take place in Egypt, to try keep the 1.5oC target
achievable.
The commitment to phase down coal use, and subsidies, was included for the
first time (phasing out however was politically not acceptable).
The pact includes over 100 commitments made by different countries, such as
to stop deforestation.

COP26 included a greater focus on health than previous COPs. One of the flagship
outcomes is the COP26 Health Initiative, led by the UK Presidency and WHO. Countries
are invited to make commitments1 in two areas:
Commitment area 1: Climate resilient
health systems

Commitment area 2: Sustainable low
carbon health systems

Commit to conduct climate change and
health vulnerability and adaptation
assessments (V&As) at population level
and/or health care facility level by your
stated target date;

High ambition/high emitters: Commit to
set a target date by which to achieve
health system net zero emissions (ideally
by 2050);
All countries: Commit to deliver a
baseline assessment of greenhouse gas
emissions of the health system (including
supply chains);

Commit to develop a health National
Adaptation Plan (HNAP) informed by the
health V&A, which forms part of the
National Adaptation Plan to be published All countries: Commit to develop an
by your stated target date;
action plan or roadmap by a set date to

1

Current list of commitments is available here.
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Commit to use the V&A and HNAP to
facilitate access to climate change
funding for health (e.g., project
proposals submitted to the Global
Environmental Facility, Green Climate
Fund, Adaptation Fund, or GCF
Readiness programme).

develop a sustainable low carbon
health system (including supply chains)
which also considers human exposure to
air pollution and the role the health
sector can play in reducing exposure to
air pollution through its activities and its
actions.

*All ministries in the WHO European Region received a letter of invitation to join the initiative.2

To build on the momentum, the WHO
will organise a Ministerial Conference
on Climate Change and Health in
2023. The Working Group on Health in
Climate Change (under the European
Environment and Health Task Force)
will prepare an outcome document. It
will contain political calls to action but
will also offer a solid basis for
discussion, and actions countries may
commit to in a future ministerial
declaration. The conference is organised
as a follow-up to the Ostrava
conference held in 2017.

Resources:
“Zero Regrets” scaling up action on
climate
change
mitigation
and
adaptation for health in the WHO
European Region. Key messages from
the Working Group on Health in Climate
Change (2021), to advocate for a higher
prominence of climate change in the
health agenda. There are nine political
asks that aim to spark discussion and
trigger inspiration for action, all focused
on the health sector.
COP26 special report on climate change
and health: the health argument for
climate action, World Health Organization;
2021.
WHO global air quality guidelines, World
Health Organization; 2021.

2021 WHO health and climate change
global survey report

The commitment should be made at Minister level. The process for recording commitments is
coordinated by the COP26 Health Team and notification of commitments, or queries, should be directed
to: COP26Health@fcdo.gov.uk.
2
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National public health institutes acting globally
Sébastien Denys, Director, Environmental and Occupational Health Division, Santé
publique France presented what the International Association of National Public Health
Institutes (IANPHI) and national public health institutes (NPHIs) globally are planning
for climate mitigation and adaptation.
In 2021, IANPHI carried out a survey, which showed that worldwide, NPHIs are already
mapping, monitoring and addressing the physical and mental health impacts of climate
change (e.g., programmes on extreme weather events, vector-borne and waterborne
diseases, building capacity for climate change and health risk assessments at the
local/regional levels, etc.). They also provide evidence to support the implementation of
effective and ambitious social and environmental policies (e.g., programmes on air
pollution, urban planning, transport, food security, etc.), while strengthening capacity
within health systems and the workforce. Yet, the survey also found that NPHIs’
involvement in their countries’ national and regional climate adaptation and mitigation
policies is rather limited. In 2021, IANPHI drew up a roadmap for action on health and
climate change with the aim to engage and support national public health institutes
worldwide as key climate actors.

Priority areas for action:
1. Advocate for strengthening the capacity of NPHIs to contribute effectively
to climate and biodiversity research, policies and action;
2. Enhance capacity, competence and training through peer-to-peer support
and knowledge sharing between NPHIs;
3. Improve collaboration with international and regional organisations;
4. Support the greening of public health services;
5. Monitor progress in NPHIs’ involvement in climate change policies through
key indicators.
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EuroHealthNet’s work, in the

context of the EU’s initiatives on Climate
Change
Ingrid Stegeman, Programme Manager at EuroHealthNet, set out the various European
initiatives to address climate change and to ensure a just green transition. She then gave
an overview of EuroHealthNet’s work linking environmental sustainability to health and
social equity.

2.1 European Union initiatives on climate change
With the European Green Deal, EU aims to become the first climate-neutral continent
by 2050, and to reduce its net greenhouse gas emissions by at least 55% by 2030
compared to 1990 levels, resulting in a cleaner environment, more affordable energy,
smarter transport, new jobs and an overall better quality of life. The main elements of
the Green Deal focus on:
•

Climate action: Climate law, Climate Adapt Strategy

•

Eliminating pollution: EU Action Plan: "Towards a Zero Pollution for Air, Water
and Soil"; Chemical strategy to protect the environment against hazardous
chemicals; revision of measures to address pollution from large industrial
installations

•

Farm to Fork Strategy that aims to address environmental damage caused by
food systems and issues of fairness, sustainability and impact on health. It
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focuses on reducing waste, and transforming the manufacturing, processing,
retailing, packaging and transportation of food.
•

Preserving biodiversity: EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030 focuses on naturebased solutions that play an important role in mitigating, and adapting to,
climate change.

•

Research and development: 35% of Horizon Europe’s €95.5 billion are directed
towards EU climate objectives.

•

The New European Bauhaus, an interdisciplinary initiative, aiming to design
future ways of living, situated at the crossroads between art, culture, social
inclusion, science and technology. It brings the Green Deal to living places.

•

Clean energy

•

Sustainable industry

•

Buildings and renovations

•

Sustainable mobility

Other relevant EU initiatives that aim to deliver on a green and fair transition include:
Social Climate Fund provides direct funding to Member States to address the social
impacts that arise from the EC’s proposals to extend emissions trading to the building
and road transport sectors – by helping citizens (vulnerable households) and microenterprises finance investments in energy efficiency, new heating and cooling systems,
and cleaner mobility.
Just Transition Fund provides funds to
mitigate the adverse effects of the
transition towards a climate neutral
economy by supporting the most affected
territories, sectors and workers, and to
help avoid increasing inequalities
between regions.
European Climate Pact, initiative that
encourages regions, local communities,
citizens and also businesses and schools
to come together and take action on
tackling the environment crisis in areas

Guidance on putting people at the
heart of the green transition
The European Commission has given
policy guidance to European Member
States on how to develop and
implement policy packages that ensure
a fair transition towards climate
neutrality. It focuses on fossil fuel
dependency, job transitions, education,
social protection systems, affordable
access to services, and whole of
economy approaches.
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like sustainable transport, buildings or green initiatives.
Innovation Fund supports all Member States to innovate through low-carbon
technologies and processes.
Modernisation Fund supports 10 lower-income EU Member States in their transition to
climate neutrality by helping to modernise their energy systems and improve energy
efficiency (BG, CR, CZ, E, HU, LV, LI,
PL, RO, SK).
Multiannual Financial Framework
(MFF) 2021-2027:
includes
resources allocated to climate
action (detailed in Caption 1 and
Fig. 1). For example, 30% of
programmes under the €2 trillion
2021-2027
MMF
and
NextGenerationEU are dedicated to
supporting climate action.

Caption 1. Click on the image to read
EuroHealthNet analysis about how different areas
of the EU funding can be used to improve health
and address climate change.

Figure 1. EU Funds
relevant to climate change
and health
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The European Climate and Health Observatory
provides access to a wide range of relevant publications,
tools, websites and other resources related to climate
change and human health. It is a joint initiative of the European Commission and the
European Environment Agency, with the support of many other organisations. The pilot
version of the observatory focuses on compiling existing resources from the various
partners. Over time, the Observatory will develop new products and add further
resources.

2.2 EuroHealthNet’s work on climate change
EuroHealthNet engages with EU policies to ensure they contribute to a ‘just’ and ‘fair’
transition and thereby to reducing health inequalities; ensures members are aware of
EU-level opportunities and provides opportunities to exchange knowledge and
experiences.
EuroHealthNet has an observer status of the UN Climate change conference, and
supported the WHO to have a stronger focus on health and wellbeing in the
negotiations of COP26 – see our statement “Our health is at risk if COP26 conclusions
do not seize opportunities for a healthy, fairer future“.
Read about EuroHealthNet’s statements, responses
to climate and health related policy consultations,
events and other activities here.
INHERIT (Horizon 2020 project coordinated by
EuroHealthNet; 2016-2019) aimed to stimulate
effective policies, practices and innovations that
address key environmental stressors and promote
health equity and wellbeing. It strove to encourage
and enable citizens to modify their current lifestyles,
characterised by a ‘take, make, consume, dispose’
model of growth, towards healthier, more
sustainable, and more equitable futures.
PSLifestyle (Co-Creating Positive and Sustainable
Lifestyle Tool with and for European Citizens,
Horizon 2020 project; 2021-2025) aims to build a

Caption 2. Click on the booklet to access
the key outcomes of INHERIT (e.g.,
baseline review, future scenarios, policy
briefs, database of good practices, etc.).
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data-driven momentum for sustainable behaviour change across eight European
countries. It does this by engaging citizens through a digital application to co-research,
co-develop and uptake everyday life solutions for climate change, providing tools for the
collection, monitoring and analysis of their environmental and consumption data. The
project is coordinated by the Finnish Innovation Fund SITRA. EuroHealthNet leads the
implementation of health, inclusivity, and social equity related aspects throughout the
project.
Both INHERIT and PSLifestyle build on the early work of SPREAD Sustainable
Lifestyles 2050: Developing Visions and Recommendations to Enable Sustainable
Lifestyles (2011 – 2012) an initiative of which EuroHealthNet was a partner.

3

EuroHealthNet member initiatives

on climate action for health and equity
The EuroHealthNet country exchange allowed for a rich round table discussion about
useful resources and ongoing initiatives carried out by all members present. See Annex
2 for the list of participants. This section brings the various projects, plans and resources
together.
Austria, Austrian Health Promotion Fund, FGÖ
•

Main reports:
o Austrian Panel on Climate Change Special report “Health, demography
and climate change”. It is one of the principal reports setting out complex
relationships between the three issues, and a call for urgent action.
o APCC Special Report 22 on Structural Conditions for Climate Friendly
Living - addresses Austria’s challenges and opportunities in reaching the
goals of the Paris Agreement.
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•

A new competence centre on health and climate is under development at the
national public health institute.

•

In 2021, the Austrian Ministry for Social Affairs, Health, Care and Consumer
Protection, working in collaboration with FGÖ, funded 9 projects addressing
health promotion and climate mitigation and/or adaptation. EUR 300,000 were
made available for initiatives that address: nutrition, active mobility, housing and
regional planning, education and capacity building, communication and/or
networking.

•

For the past few years, FGÖ’s work on climate mainly focused on transportation
and active mobility (promoting walking, cycling in schools, workplaces, cities
and rural communities).
o FGÖ supports implementation of pilot projects through giving trainings.
o It is planning a project (“Factor linkage”) that aims to strengthen
intersectoral cooperation with representatives of other ministries such as
health, arts, culture, mobility, climate protection and environment.
o In the next years, FGÖ plans to link their work on healthy nutrition with
climate protection.

Bulgaria, National Center of Public Health and Analyses, NCPHA
•

In 2021, NCPHA became part of EIT Climate KIC. In this framework, NCPHA
organised a roundtable on mitigation and adaptation policies in the health
sector with Bulgarian stakeholders, including NGOs, hospitals, WHO Bulgaria,
etc.

•

NCPHA is currently implementing a national strategy on adaptation to climate
change, an action plan for a period of 10 years. NCPHA took part in the
development of this strategy and is responsible for three of the activities in the
action plan:
1.

Update of the legislation, regulations, standards, codes, plans, policies,
programs and all other documents related to climate change and human
health, in accordance with the achievements of science and European
practices.

2.

Develop publications, periodically update and disseminate a series of
thematic information materials on climate change for health professionals
and stakeholders.
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3.

Develop, implement and periodically update the standards for medical
treatment of each type of impact of climate change on health.

•

NCPHA is contributing to the development of a Plan for Sustainable Energy and
Climate for Sofia municipality for 2021-2030. This is taking place under the
Global Covenant of Mayors. Particular focus is on adaptation measures for
heatwaves.

•

NCPHA is involved in a 5-year National science programme on the protection of
the environment and reducing risk of natural disasters.

•

NCPHA is taking part in a project on the effects of climate change and elements
of COVID distribution Development of Methodological Approach for National
Monitoring, Analysis and Evaluation of The Climate / Climate Change System COVID-19, financed by the national science fund.

•

NCPHA produced 6 information materials/brochures and leaflets on 1)
heatwaves, 2) climate change and the health of people, 3) food safety and
nutrition, and climate change, 4) climate change and infectious diseases 5)
climate change adaptation policies, 6) climate change and the health of women.

•

NCPHA produced a 1-day course for staff on climate change and health

•

In 2020, NCPHA launched a platform called Climateka, which is a webpage to
share relevant information with citizens.

•

In 2019 and 2020, NCPHA, WHO country office and the Bulgarian Red Cross
organized the Lancet Countdown on Health and Climate Change in Bulgaria.

Finland, Finnish institute for health and welfare, THL
•

In Finland challenges posed by the climate change are similar to other countries,
but the Arctic location brings some further challenges. As temperatures
continue to rise, they will rise more in Finland than the global mean. Rainfall will
increase, and precipitation is more likely to be rain than snow. The temperature
will stay around 0 C during winter, creating optimal conditions for slip and fall
accidents. This will also result in shorter snow coverage and less ground frost,
and cloudy winters, increasing water quality problems and mental health
problems.

•

THL provides guidance for policies and actions that can help the government
make integrated assessments on climate, health and environmental policies.
Ongoing research includes issues on health effects, vulnerable groups, mental
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health impacts of dark in winter, climate friendly and just food systems and
transportation, healthy building and water safety.
•

The Ministry of Social Affairs and Health has recently published a new report on
climate change in the social and health sector “Climate change adaptation plan
2021 - 2031”. It is a big step for health sector in Finland.
o The adaptation plan focuses on health protection and adaptation of
healthcare sector. It aims to assess the current state of adaptation and
structures, identify new ones, and to translate measures into concrete
action and clarify who in the ministry is responsible for what. The aim is
to introduce the adaptation plan to healthcare and social welfare
operators and to increase their risk awareness.
o The adaptation plan contains several objectives and practical
recommendations for actions, including areas of environmental health,
occupational safety and health, cross sectoral pathways and education.

France, Sante publique France, SpF
•

In France, SpF has been working on climate change since 2004. It has a lot of
experience, especially on heat prevention.

•

SpF strongly believes in the importance of international collaboration on this
issue.

•

The French national adaptation plan focuses on heat prevention. SpF has many
ongoing projects on heat, to include new populations, for instance: walkers (it
will start a study on heat exposure and physical activity), and maternal health
and heat.

•

SpF is developing a health impact assessment (HIA) to support climate
mitigation and the green transition at the local level, working with cities to test
the HIA as a tool for policymaking.

•

It is starting advocacy for health, equity and the environment targeting urban
planning.

•

SpF is investing in the development of indicators, to show the impacts of climate
change and progress on policies. The indicators are on impact but also on
actions.

•

In the framework of the French Presidency of the European Council (January –
June 2022), SpF is organising a large event on climate change and health in
April 2022. More information will be available soon.
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Germany, Federal Centre for Health Education, BZgA
•

In 2021, BZgA launched a website on climate change. It currently focuses on
heat protection and prevention but will be extended to more themes. It is more a
tool for adaptation rather than mitigation.

•

BZgA is adapting the Place Standard tool to the context of climate change and
health. In the next year it will test the tool in 4 municipalities in Germany.

•

Germany is a federal country, so the work is divided between many institutions,
regions and political levels. What they do at BZgA is only one small part of the
work that is done on the climate change and health.

Latvia, Riga City Council
•

Riga was a partner in the INHERIT project, and the City Council also
implemented the Place Standard tool.

•

Climate change is a very important topic to Riga City Council as cities are great
contributors to climate change, but also vulnerable to the negative impacts. To
address this, they need to think about sustainable city planning, energy efficient
housing, clean air, sustainable transport and waste management, biodiversity all these topics are integrated in city plans and programmes.

•

A topic of major concern for Riga is the impact of transport on environment and
public health and climate change. This is part of the Riga 2030 strategy; long
term development objectives include creating a citizen friendly urban
environment.

•

Riga is carrying out a low emission zone feasibility study project - to be
implemented by the city. The project is just starting. It aims to assess the impact
of traffic on air quality, and to develop functional scenarios for an action plan to
operate low emission zones.

•

In 2021, Riga city joined the European Commission’s 'Green City Accord'
initiative - to make cities greener, cleaner and healthier.

The Netherlands, National Institute for Public Health and the Environment, RIVM
•

RIVM focuses on climate adaptation measures. It has analysed and collected
information on the RIVM website, categorising it into green, blue, social and
urban adaptation. This is particularly useful for regional and local governments
as well as regional public health services.
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•

RIVM is a partner in several research projects (starting next year) to design and
evaluate climate adaptation measures in cities as well as rural areas, to
decrease health inequalities and improve community resilience.

•

RIVM is developing indicators to monitor the health effects of climate change
and climate measures. Some indicators already exist (such as deaths related to
heatwaves), but RIVM wants to develop a set of indicators that it will monitor
systematically. This is also in line with the Glasgow COP commitment.

•

RIVM is developing a research agenda on the health effects of climate change
(the research programme will start in 2022).

•

RIVM coordinates the national heat plan and supports local and regional health
services to develop local health plans, mapping vulnerable areas.

•

RIVM published three reports in 2021 on the health effects of climate policy,
looking at:
o how international climate policies will lead to a reduction of health
effects of climate change in the Netherlands.
o the health co-benefits
of national climate
policies on disability
adjusted life year
(DALY).
o the unintended health
consequences of new
energy technologies
(wind turbines that
cause noise pollution,
wood burning stoves
and air quality).

•

Mitigation and health
inequalities: RIVM has
developed an inspiration guide
looking at how to ensure that
the energy transition is done in a way that ensures a fair transition and tackles
health inequalities. It is very important to ensure that everybody has equitable
access and is aware of existing opportunities. Local governments’ housing
authorities also need to ensure that health equity is at the heart of renovating
housing in the poor neighbourhoods.
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•

Mitigation: RIVM participates in a national programme for a Green Deal
Sustainable Health Care. One of the four objectives is to decrease CO2
emissions of the health sector. Currently over 200 organisations collaborate to
achieve the objectives of the Green Deal. It resulted in the Netherlands’
commitment to the pledge signed at COP26.

Scotland, Public Health Scotland, PHS
•

Leading up to the COP26 in Glasgow, the Scottish government, including PHS
were working a lot on the topic of climate change, health and social equity.

•

PHS has developed the Place Standard Tool (PST) with a climate lens. It aims
to offer local communities the opportunity to have difficult conversations and
decide what they can do to mitigate and adapt to climate change.

•

The majority of Public Health Scotland (PHS) activities regarding climate change
and health equity are taking place under the auspice of the Scottish Managed
Sustainable Health Network (SMaSH).

•

Key Public Health Scotland Actions 2021/2 to 22/23:
o SMaSH provides an active, collaborative space in which public health
partners across the whole system can work to maximise health and
equity by addressing the urgent challenges of climate change and
environmental sustainability.
o Within PHS, SMaSH is providing a mechanism to build on existing crossorganisational collaborations to lead, innovate and motivate change
across the NHS and wider public health systems.

• SMaSH already brings together national and local partners (including local

Directors of Public Health) and will continue to do so. In addition, the Scottish
Government published its Programme for Government 2021-22 in September
which included the following relevant proposals:
o Supporting a just transition to a low-carbon economy for people and
businesses, including a £500 million Just Transition Fund for the North East
and Moray
o Investing an additional £500 million to support the new, good and green
jobs of the future, including by helping people access training
o Providing £1.8 billion to make homes easier and greener to heat, as part of a
commitment to decarbonise 1 million homes by 2030
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o Ensuring that at least 10% of the total transport budget goes on active
travel by 2024-25, helping more people to cycle, wheel or walk instead of
drive
o Implement the recommendations of the Just Transition Commission, to build
a net zero economy that is fair for all, and in the coming year start to publish
Just Transition plans for every sector and region.
Spain, Regional Ministry of Health and Families of Andalusia

• Climate change is included in their overall strategy of health, also in relation to
the promotion of healthy lifestyle, and strategy on surveillance of health
problems related to climate change.

• A lot of new strategies are being written at the moment; this is why it is a good
moment for this country exchange. In 2021, strategies published by the
Andalusian Government in general (1,2) and by the General Directorate of Public
Health in particular (3) are the following:
1.

Andalusian Climate Action Plan "PLAN ANDALUZ DE ACCIÓN POR EL
CLIMA (PAAC) 2021-2030"
Approved by the Governing Council of Andalusia on October 13, 2021
and published by Decree 234/2021 of October 23, 2021, the Andalusian
Climate Action Plan is the general instrument of strategic planning in
Andalusia for measures against climate change. Its mission is to integrate
climate change into regional and local planning, in order to align them
with the plans of the Spanish government, the European Green Deal and
the Paris Agreement, helping to achieve the Sustainable Development
Goals set by the 2030 Agenda of the United Nations.

2.

Andalusian Portal on climate change Portal andaluz de Cambio
Climático. It is coordinated by the Andalusian Regional Ministry of
Agriculture, Livestock, Fisheries and Sustainable Development.

3.

Health Impact Assessment Report Valoración del Impacto en Salud del
PAAC.

H.I.A. reports are carried out by the Dpt. of Environmental Health in the
General Directorate of Public Health.

•

Although a few strands of work (directly related to Climate change & Health)
are already planned, so far there is a lot of work to do within their specific public
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health area. The emphasis is currently greatly given to the pathologies derived
from heat effects, low air quality, etc.

•

They are stimulated by several ideas shared before, like the way the health
sector can drive change and the need to introduce climate change awareness
into every strategy that we are carrying out.

Sweden, Region Västra Götaland, RVG

•

One of the main responsibilities of the Regional Council of Västra Götaland is
growth and development, including social and environmental sustainability,
public transport, culture and business. It is starting several new climate and
health related projects with “leaving no one behind” at the heart of them in
2022 onwards.

Wales, Public Health Wales, PHW

•

The Wellbeing of Future Generations Act (2015) ensures that climate change is
considered at all levels within decision-making in Wales. In 2016, PHW hosted
a EuroHealthNet Country Exchange Visit “Sustainable Development Approach
to Health and Equity” to showcase policies, programmes, projects and initiatives
related to the Wellbeing of Future Generations Act.

•

The Welsh government has launched the NHS decarbonisation strategic
delivery plan for the health service in Wales: achieving net 0 by 2030.

•

In practice, PHW is working through its own decarbonisation strategy. As an
organisation it has a relatively small carbon footprint because it is quite
managerially focused. It is doing an assessment of their health system’s carbon
footprint, and looking into how it can make changes to the current situation.

•

This impacts their training and education, for medics but also wider health care
staff - about climate change and adaptation, sustainability, how can health
services be greener.

•

Wales has a rural economy and transport infrastructure is not well developed,
therefore reaching health services taking a green option is hard. PHW is looking
at how they expect patients to access health services.

•

Wales has significant issues related to flooding, concern about wildfires.
o Fairbourne community is the first climate casualty in the UK as the flood
defences system can no longer be maintained. The community has to be
supported to move. Fairbourne is 1m above sea level, and millions of pounds
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were invested in protecting around 400 properties community throughout
the years. It has been decided that this is not sustainable in the long run.
There is a big mental health impact.

•

There are many activities in broader health promotion space: focus on
messaging towards more sustainable lifestyles, active travel, moving towards
more sustainable and healthy diets, HIA in relation to climate change - looking
at how we can work with local communities and get the messaging out.
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4

Final messages and future activities

Members discussed the following activities and ideas as potential ways to continue
and deepen the collaboration on climate change, health and a socially just transition.

Collaboration on practice
•

EuroHealthNet is in the process of setting up a Thematic Working Group (TWIG)
on municipalities and urban environments (green spaces, air quality, health, etc.)
as a result of the Joint Action Health Equity Europe (JAHEE), which will
potentially be led by BZgA. This new TWIG can be used to take forward the
topic of climate change, health, and equity.

•

EuroHealthNet has a new multi-annual Framework Agreement with the
European Commission in the context of EaSI, the EU Programme for
Employment and Social Innovation. In its third year (2024) the topic of climate
change and the fair transition will be a central theme. Holding a face-to-face
Country Exchange Visit in one of the member organisations is foreseen.

•

EuroHealthNet is part of the Thematic Network on the EU Health Policy
Platform on the topic of ‘Adaptation actions on climate change and health
through education and training’. This initiative was launched in September 2021
by the Association of Schools of Public Health in the European Region
(ASPHER). They will work to prepare a joint statement that focuses on
institutions/organisations implementing climate and health education and
training for current and future health professionals in Europe and beyond.

•

EuroHealthNet will continue to monitor EU (and global if appropriate) policies
and initiatives, respond to policy consultations and contribute input to strategic
dialogues and expert groups regarding climate change and socially-just
transition in the context of the European Green Deal, the European Semester
and the EU Farm to Fork Strategy. Furthermore, we will continue delivering
high-quality input linking climate, living environments and health equity
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outcomes in light of the implementation of the Europe's Beating Cancer Plan,
the EU Child Guarantee and Child Rights' Strategy, a Council Recommendation
on addressing the social and labour aspects of the just transition towards
climate neutrality, as well as placing environmental sustainability at the core of
the EU education, skills and training systems. Work with international
institutions such as the WHO or OECD is planned, and Members will be briefed
on health equity relevant policy instruments as the work unveils.

Collaboration on research
•

EuroHealthNet will be monitoring climate and health equity related calls as part
of Horizon Europe and EU4Health Programme. Carrying out research together
will help fill current knowledge and evidence gaps, such as on:
o implementation research of adaptation actions as well as mitigation actions,
behaviour change,
o links to health and equity impacts,
o mental health impacts of climate change, indirect and direct impacts of
climate change on young people, etc.

•

EuroHealthNet can explore collaboration on indicators. SpF is working on
indicators in the context of IANPHI, and are in close contact with RIVM and the
UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA). A useful resource is the Lancet
Countdown, an international collaboration that independently monitors the
health consequences of a changing climate. It publishes updated, new, and
improved indicators each year (2021 Report).

Events
•

The WHO will organise a ministerial conference on climate change and health in
2023. RIVM is a leading partner and EuroHealthNet and its members can
consider worthwhile engagement.
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Annex 1. Agenda
Date: 29 November 2021
Time: 13.30 – 16.15 CET
13.30 Welcome and introduction, Caroline Costongs, Director, EuroHealthNet
13.40 “The health argument for climate action”, the activities on climate change and
health of the WHO, Oliver Schmoll, and Vladimir Kendrovski, WHO European
Centre for Environment and Health
13.55 What IANPHI and public health institutes globally are planning for climate
mitigation and adaptation?, Sébastien Denys, Director, Environmental and
Occupational Health Division, Santé publique France
14.05 EuroHealthNet’s work in the context of the EU’s initiatives on Climate Change,
Ingrid Stegeman, Programme Manager, EuroHealthNet
14.20 5 minutes EuroHealthNet Member interventions: what public health
institutes/regional authorities are currently doing to mitigate and adapt to the
impacts of climate change in ways that benefit health and contribute to reducing
inequalities?
Informal Roundtable
15.00 Break
15.20 Continuation of the roundtable
16.00 Conclusions and steps forward
16.15 END
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Annex 2. Participant List
Country

Organisation

1

Ecker, Sandra
Austrian Health Promotion Fund,
FGÖ

2
3

Last name, first name

Austria

4

Winkler, Petra
Federal Ministry for Social Affairs,
Health, Care and Consumer
Protection

5

Rohrauer, Gerlinde

Delle Grazie, Judith
Maier, Andreas

6

Bulgaria

National Center of Public Health and
Analyses

Spassova, Zornitsa

7

Finland

Finnish institute for health and
welfare, THL

Päivi, Meriläinen

8

Denys, Sébastien
France

Sante publique France, SpF

9

Pascal, Mathilde

10
Germany

11

Federal Centre for Health Education,
BZgA

12
13

Tollmann, Patricia
Koerna, Diana

Latvia

Riga City Council

14

Potihonins, Mihails
Tilgale-Platace, Nikola

15
Netherlands

16

Plantz, Christina

National Institute for Public Health
and the Environment

Hall, Lisbeth
Staatsen, Brigit
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17

Scotland

18
Spain

19
20

Sweden

Public Health Scotland

Regional Ministry of Health and
Families of Andalusia

Region Västra Götaland

21
22

25

Ruiz Dominguez,
Francisco Manuel
Campos Garcia, Teresa
Broberg, Emma
Green, Liz

Wales

Public Health Wales

23
24

Whitmore, Sam

Jones, Sarah
Masters, Rebecca

WHO European Centre for
Environment and Health

Schmoll, Oliver
Kendrovski, Vladimir

26

Costongs, Caroline

27

Godfrey, Alba

28

Hargitt, David
EuroHealthNet

29

Latham, Alexandra

30

Papartyte, Lina

31

Stegeman, Ingrid

EuroHealthNet Country Exchanges are supported by the European Commission
through the Programme for Employment and Social Innovation (EaSI 2014-2020).
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Our mission is to help build healthier communities
and tackle health inequalities within and between
European States.
EuroHealthNet is a not-for-profit partnership of organisations,
agencies and statutory bodies working on public health,
promoting health, preventing disease, and reducing inequalities.
EuroHealthNet supports members’ work through policy and
project development, knowledge and expertise exchange,
research, networking, and communications.
EuroHealthNet’s work is spread across three collaborating
platforms that focus on practice, policy, and research. Core and
cross-cutting activities unite and amplify the partnership’s
activities.
The partnership is made up of members, associate members,
and observers. It is governed by a General Council and
Executive Board.
Eurohealthnet.eu
Health-inequalities.eu
View our annual report

EuroHealthNet is supported by the European Commission,
through the EU Programme for Employment and Social
Innovation (EaSI 2014-2020)
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