
Health Highlights - January 2022

Health Highlights January 2022
Welcome to Health Highlights, EuroHealthNet's monthly
newsletter. We bring you the most important news and
information about health equity, wellbeing, and their
determinants

Health Headlines

New year, new presidency – the French Presidency’s priorities for
health and social policies

On the 1st of January, France took over the reins of the
Council of the EU. Priority topics on the French Presidency’s
programme include the ecological transition, digital
technology platforms, and social issues (including
establishing EU legislation on minimum wages). The French
Presidency will kick off the 2022 European Year of Youth,
launch the national Child Guarantee Action Plans, roll out
the implementation of the European Social Economy Action
Plan, prepare the foundations for the European Care
Strategy, and conclude on the Conference on the Future of
Europe. On the public health side, the Presidency hopes to
move on the discussions around the European Health Union,
vaccine equity/rollout, and AMR issues.

More information

The European Commission
adopts and publishes the 2022
EU4Health Work Programme,
with a budget of €835 million

The new annual work programme covers
four priority areas:

Crisis preparedness (€380.9 million,
€275 million of which goes to HERA);

Non-communicable disease (NCD)
prevention (€90 million, incl. €16
million for mental health challenges of
child, youth, and migrant populations);

Health systems and healthcare
workforce (€126.5 million),

Digitalisation (€76.6 million). 

Cancer is a major transversal issue of the
Programme, and will receive €146.9 million
in 2022, with more funding going to health
promotion and cancer prevention, reducing
inequalities and tobacco control policy. 

More information about the calls for
proposals, expected to open in the �rst half
of 2022, can be found here.

European Commission launches
consultation period for “Healthier
Together” initiative for reducing
NCDs

The multiannual “Healthier Together”
initiative aims to help Member States reduce
the burden of non-communicable diseases.
It will address four vertical strands –
cardiovascular disease, diabetes, chronic
respiratory diseases, mental health and
neurological disorders - and will horizontally
tackle health determinants and lifestyle risk
factors.

All stakeholders are now invited to provide
feedback in the form of ideas, policy options,
good practices and best buys that are to be
included in the strands. Feedback can be
submitted by responding to the consultation,
as well as via the EU Health Policy Platform
and the Steering Group for Health
Promotion and Disease Prevention. The co-
creative process will conclude by the end of
June 2022, when a set of guidelines will be
launched. These will also feed into the new
cycle of Joint Actions and calls for proposals
under the EU4Health programme, including
the identi�cation for further EU budget
opportunities and reform mechanisms.

WHO/Europe launches WHO European NCD Dashboard

Non-communicable diseases, including cardiovascular
disease, cancer, chronic respiratory disease and diabetes, are
leading causes of morbidity, disability and mortality in the
WHO European Region, accounting for nearly 90% of all
deaths and 67% of premature deaths.

The new WHO European NCD Dashboard is an easy to
access data tool to identify key challenges, existing policy
responses and progress towards agreed targets for NCDs.

Visit WHO European NCD Dashboard

News from the EuroHealthNet Partnership

The role of public health agencies in gathering behavioural insights
during the pandemic - COVID-19 Health System Response Monitor

RIVM (the Dutch National Institute for Public Health and the Environment) and
EuroHealthNet developed a vignette on the role of public health agencies in gathering
behavioural insights during the pandemic. RIVM started to map behavioural patterns and
determinants to understand compliance with COVID-19 measures from the very start of the
pandemic. The vignette was published in the COVID-19 Health Systems Response Monitor
(HSRM). This tool was developed by the European Observatory for Health Systems and
Policies to collect and organise information on different countries' health systems response
to the COVID-19 crisis. EuroHealthNet previously co-authored a number of other cross-
country analyses, all of which are available here.

EuroHealthNet speaks at EESC
hearing on the European Health
Emergency Preparedness and
Response Authority (HERA)

EuroHealthNet responded to the EC
proposal to establish the Health Emergency
and Response Authority at a hearing
organised by the European Economic and
Social Committee (EESC). The input that was
gathered fed into the EESC’s opinion on the
proposal.

EuroHealthNet outlined the need for
transparency, inclusion and to also
strengthen and invest in public health and
health promotion capacities in countries.

Read our contribution

EuroHealthNet holds a country
exchange on climate and health

This exchange provided the opportunity to
learn about developments in the
EuroHealthNet Partnership in relation to
climate change. Members and partners
discussed how best to act together to
mitigate and adapt to the impacts of climate
change in ways that bene�t health and
contribute to reducing inequalities. A report
of the country exchange has now been
published, capturing the presentations and
discussions that took place and the
resources that were shared, as well as ways
to further collaborate on the climate crisis,
health and a socially-just transition.

Read report

EuroHealthNet provides input on
minimum wage schemes in the
EU

EuroHealthNet participated in a strategic
dialogue with DG Employment and Social
Inclusion about the Commission’s proposal
for a Council recommendation on minimum
wage schemes in the EU. Read more about
the Commission’s proposal here.

The Institute of Public Health in
Ireland advises on climate and
health

The Institute of Public Health of Ireland has
made a series of recommendations for
addressing the climate crisis as a health
emergency and acting faster on meeting
current climate change targets. These
recommendations were made in response to
a call for evidence on the Climate Change
Bill for Northern Ireland.

More news from the Partnership

Flanders Institute for Healthy Living �nds that unhealthy 'food environments'
near primary and secondary schools are clearly linked to weight of children in
Flanders.

Public Health Wales publishes report on inequality in hospital service use, noting
that tackling this issue could save hospitals in Wales £322 million annually.

Migrants, older people and socioeconomically vulnerable groups are most likely
to face barriers in improving their digital health literacy. This is one of the
preliminary �ndings of the European iHERE consortium, which includes
Prolepsis.

“Equal opportunities for good health require an unequal approach.” - Pharos
supports new Dutch government coalition agreement that aims to close the
inequalities gap, and recommends six action points for a successful approach.

News from the EU Institutions

European Council approves revision of European Medicines Agency
(EMA)’s mandate

By adopting the regulation revising EMA’s
mandate, the Council takes an important step in
reinforcing in crisis preparedness and
management for medicinal products and medical
devices. 

Read the news here

European Commission
encourages states and
educational partners to invest in
skills and training on
sustainability, climate change
and environment

The EC has published a proposal for a
“Council Recommendation on learning for
environmental sustainability”. The proposal
argues that environmental sustainability
needs to be streamlined in all education and
training policies, programmes and process to
up-skill and re-skill citizens for the green
transition.

Commission puts forward
declaration on digital rights and
principles for everyone in the EU

The declaration aims to give Europe direction
on a digital transformation rooted in the
rights and freedoms enshrined in the EU's
legal framework, and the European values
expressed by the principles, which should
be respected online as they are of�ine. It will
also provide a guide for policy makers and
companies when dealing with new
technologies, including the health data
ecosystem.

What we're reading

Child health Gender, social status and place lead to inequalities in
exposure to nano-and microplastics in children - a study by CHAIN

Digital Final report on developing a policy framework for EU on cross-border
adoption and assessment of innovation in mHealth to help pave the way for
moving towards a “Single Healthcare Digital Market” in Europe – European
mHealth Hub

Digital Online technology, virtual reality and digital advertising. WHO/Europe
explores opportunities for promoting health within new media

Education Research concludes industry-funded alcohol education materials
serves industry and must be developed independently - PLOS ONE

Education/health  Resource allocations for health and education should be based
on evidence, not politics - SAGE Publication

Early education/employment  Building a better understanding of the impact of
Early Childhood Education and Care - Research note from the European
Platform for Investing in Children 

Future of Europe Europeans see climate change as top challenge for the EU -
The European Parliament and Commission release a joint Special Eurobarometer
on the Future of Europe

Future of Europe Citizens' recommendations on climate change, environment,
and health debated in Plenary

Health Equity: WHO European Of�ce for Investment for Health and
Development in Venice has launched a New Economics Expert Group (NEEG)

Healthy literacy Health literacy in the context of health, well-being and learning
outcomes: the case of children and adolescents in schools  – Report from
WHO/Europe

Lifestyle Assessing the effects of independent vs industry-sponsored messaging
about the harms of fossil fuels, smoking, alcohol, and sugar sweetened
beverages – Elsevier

Long-term care: New OECD policy brief on policy responses in the long-term
care sector: rising from the COVID-19 crisis

Mental Health Suicide increasing amongst Europe’s youth, governments
underprepared – Euractiv

Nutrition Food environment ‘undermines’ weight-loss efforts in the UK 'It’s just
not about willpower or self-control' -  a systematic review from NIHR,
Foodnavigator.com

Nutrition Updated �gures on fruit and vegetable consumption in the EU, 2019 -
Eurostat

Tobacco cessation Spain has become the �rst country in Europe to ban smoking
on all of its beaches – Tobacco International Journal

Wellbeing Thematic background papers and report on multistakeholder
consultation to promote adolescent health and well-being in the WHO
European Region – WHO/Europe

Events

Hybrid event - Ensuring Equal Access to All: Cancer in Women - Europe’s Beating
Cancer Plan - 2 February

EU Health Policy Platform stakeholders' group “Healthier Together” consultative
meeting – 3 February 

Launch of WHO fact sheet series on environmental health inequalities (EuroHealthNet
speaking) – 16 February

“The new European Semester 2022 cycle – exchange of views with civil society”
(EuroHealthNet speaking) – 17-18 February

French Presidency of the Council of the EU conference Sports and Sustainable
Development Goals in Childhood: Societal issues regarding appropriate physical
activities - 7-8 February 

EPC policy dialogue The State of Health in the EU (EuroHealthNet speaking) - 8
February

French Presidency of the Council of the EU Ministerial Conference on the
Implementation of the European Child Guarantee – 3-4 March Link

Combatting Work-Related Cancer: Promoting more effective regulation - 7-8 March

French Presidency of the Council of the EU Conference on the Future of Europe After
the Health Crisis - 14-15 March

French Presidency of the Council of the EU Ministerial Conference on the Mental
Health of Vulnerable Young People - 14-15 March

High-level meeting on health and migration in the WHO European Region: jointly
shaping the vision for the health of refugees and migrants  - 17-18 March 

Health as a lever for action on climate change – Public Health France and IANPHI,
Save the date – 8 April

Health throughout the life course - European Public Health Week 2022 – 16-20 May

EuroHealthNet General Council Meeting, including half-day seminar, Save the date –
31 May – 1 June

Hybrid event - ONE  - Health, Environment, Society Conference (EuroHealthNet
speaking) - 21-24 June

Strengthening Health Systems: Improving Population Health and Being Prepared for
the Unexpected - 15th European Public Health Conference – 9-12 November

In case you missed it

Best-ReMaP and the Conference on Policy Solutions for Childhood Obesity: From
science to policy implementation - 17-18 November 2021. Videos of the conference
are available here.

The European Citizens’ Panel on Climate Change, Environment and Health – 7-9
January 2021. Recordings are available here.

The Economics of Ageing – Webinar series on the economics of ageing – 18 January -
1 February. Recordings are available here.

Full calendar of events

Follow us

Our Partnership

EuroHealthNet is a not-for-pro�t partnership of organisations,
agencies and statutory bodies working on public health, disease
prevention, promoting health, and reducing inequalities.

Our partnership is made up of organisations leading in public
health, health promotion, and disease prevention working
together to reduce health inequalities and improve health for all

Read more about us

EuroHealthNet is supported by the European Commission, through the EU
Programme for Employment and Social Innovation (EaSI). This publication
does not necessarily re�ect the position or opinion of the European
Commission. 
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