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Health Headlines

The top three upcoming public health developments to expect
this September
Much-anticipated European Care Strategy to be published

The European Care Strategy, to be published on 7 September, will strengthen long-
term care and early childhood education and care, which should in turn improve
gender equality and social fairness. By doing so, the strategy will contribute to the
implementation of the European Pillar of Social Rights.
 
EuroHealthNet joined a coalition of civil society organisations in a call to the European
Commission for more action on affordable, accessible and integrated long-term care. 

Read more about the Care Strategy here

WHO Regional Committee for
Europe to re�ect on further
implementation of the 2020-2025
Programme of Work

The 72nd session of the WHO Regional
Committee for Europe will take place on
12-14 September. This session will
re�ect on what is needed to fully
implement the Programme of Work
2020-2025. Several action plans and
frameworks will be put forward for
endorsement - including a digital health
action plan and action framework for
behavioural and cultural insights for
health.
 
Similarly, progress reports will be
presented on the European Environment
and Health Process, NCD prevention and
control, the Physical Activity Strategy,
the WHO Framework Convention on
Tobacco Control and refugee and migrant
health. 

European Commission President
to address the Union

On 14 September, European Commission
President Von der Leyen will give the
annual State of the Union address to the
European Parliament. Her address will
take stock of what the EU has done and
what it sets out to do, initiating
discussion on the 2023 Commission
Work Programme.
 
In a letter to President Von der Leyen,
EuroHealthNet underlined the value of a
work programme, which promotes and
facilitates wellbeing and health equity-
based solutions within our societies and
economies.  

Watch the State of the Union here

The EuroHealthNet Partnership

Social prescribing offers a
promising approach to improve
health and wellbeing

EuroHealthNet and the Portuguese National
Institute of Health organised a Country Exchange
Visit on best practices for social prescribing and
other health-promoting primary care strategies.
A report of the visit summarises the political,
�nancial, and practical enablers that connect
community and primary health care and social
services that were explored by participating
EuroHealthNet members.
 
Working on the same topic, the Flanders
Institute for Health Living evaluated progress on
the implementation of social prescribing and
presents tools and additional information on
integrating social prescribing measures.

Read the report of the exchange visit here

EuroHealthNet advocates for
ambitious action for child
health on high-level
conference
The Czech Presidency of the Council of
the EU organised a high-level conference
on the European Child Guarantee, also
within the context of the Ukrainian crisis.
Speaking at the event, EuroHealthNet
emphasised that the Guarantee has
tremendous potential for investments in
children’s health and wellbeing,
psychosocial measures, good nutrition,
vaccination, violence prevention,
breastfeeding support, and healthy living
spaces.

BeWell, a new initiative on
investing in skills of the health
workforce, kicks off   
EuroHealthNet is a key public health
partner of the BeWell initiative, led by
EHMA the European Health Management
Association and including partners such
as the WHO Observatory on Health
Systems. BeWell will develop a strategy
on up-skilling and re-skilling of the
European health workforce.
 
EuroHealthNet will focus on the needs of
the public health community in Europe’s
digital and green transition. We will also
promote an equity lens at the core of the
initiative.  

Read the BeWell news release

here

EuroHealthNet responds to EU consultations 
EuroHealthNet has responded to consultations on: 

The revision of the Council Recommendation on Smoke free Environments 
WHO draft guideline on policies to protect children from the harmful
impact of food marketing 
European Health Data Space 
The WHO global action plan for the prevention and control of
noncommunicable diseases 2013–2030, speci�cally on the NCD “Best
Buys” and other recommended interventions. 
EU Waste Framework Directive 2008/98/EC 
Targeted consultation on the Sustainable Food Systems  

Find all our consultation responses here. 
 
Other ongoing consultations: 

Digital skills – improving their provision – Deadline 16 September 
Digital education – enabling factors for success – Deadline 16 September 
Global health – new EU strategy – Deadline 19 September 
Public consultation on the scienti�c evidence on radiofrequency (carried
out by the Scienti�c Committee on Health, Environmental and Emerging
Risks) – 25 September 
Social economy – developing framework conditions – Deadline 30
September 

Institute of Public Health
Ireland rolls out a new digital
learning platform and app
The Public Health Matters platform
offers digital learning modules - the �rst
of which introduces Health Impact
Assessments. It also comes with a
podcast series ‘Mental Health Matters’,
with the �rst of its episodes featuring an
interview with Professor Michael Marmot
on how social factors in�uence life
expectancy.  

Find the platform here

Spanish Ministry of Health
publishes checklist prioritising
equity at the heart of health
policy
The Ministry of Health in Spain has
launched the English version of its
Checklist for analysing Equity in Health
Strategies, Programmes and Activities.
This tool, designed for health
professionals and decision-makers, seeks
to provide a framework to facilitate an
equity-focused approach to health policy.
The Spanish version is available here.

Find the checklist here

More news from the Partnership

In an interview with Politico Europe, EuroHealthNet highlightes that a
softer but nonetheless important dimension of health is needed for
effective and inclusive pandemic preparedness, namely addressing the
determinants of health.

New edition of EuroHealthNet Magazine covers articles from members on
social prescribing, investing in culture for health, promoting access to
services for migrant communities, addressing adverse childhood
experiences, and promoting green spaces. 

The RIVER-EU project (Reducing Inequalities in Vaccine uptake in the
European Region – Engaging Underserved communities), supported by
EuroHealthNet, issues a new edition of its biannual newsletter.
 
The Mental Health Advocacy Platform, of which EuroHealthNet is part,
issues a statement on the EU ‘Healthier Together’ Non-Communicable
Diseases Initiative. The statement argued that it is a commendable step in
the right direction but a more ambitious response is needed to address
mental health. 
   
The Ministry of Health of Slovakia has launched a call to train and educate
experts in the �eld of mental health care, as part of its national Recovery
and Resilience Plan.

A new Public Health Wales report covering learnings from the pandemic
identi�es the key building blocks to good mental health and wellbeing.
These include social, educational, and economic aspects as well as access
to services.                          

Public Health Scotland contributes to the content of a free online platform,
designed to offer practical resources for employers to boost mental health
in the workplace.

The Spanish Ministry of Health publishes a guide on creating healthier
cities (in Spanish). The action plan includes (1) making the city pedestrian-
friendly, (2) introducing more nature in neighbourhoods, and (3) creating
public spaces for people to meet.

Public Health Wales launches a Sustainable Health e-Catalogue, which
includes a short set of Wales' resources looking at the inseparable links
between the health of the planet and human health. This platform enables
Welsh residents to take steps towards the Well-being of Future
Generations Act and the UN Sustainable Development Goals.

The Piedmont Regional Health Promotion Documentation Center
publishes an Italian translation of ‘Bottom up to the rescue! How NGOs,
social movements and local action are essential tools for a new social
contract towards a Wellbeing Economy’, a Eurohealth article authored by
the Committee for Health Education, EuroHealthNet, and the Wellbeing
Economy Alliance.  

News from the EU Institutions

European Parliament
committee calls for protective
measures for mental health in
the digital workspace and
educational settings 
In its resolution, the Employment and
Social Affairs Committee recognised the
bene�ts of teleworking, but called for
minimum standards to promote the right
to disconnect and to accessible digital
training.  
 
In a separate plenary session, the Culture
and Education Committee called for
increased �nancing for mental wellbeing
measures in education and training, to
support children and youth. 

New rules improving work-life
balance enter into force across
the EU 
As of 2 August, Member States are
required to apply minimum standards to
improve the work-life balance of parents
and carers, including leave and the right
to �exible working arrangements. This
represents a key milestone in the
implementation of the European Pillar of
Social Rights.  

European Commission
publishes foresight on digital
and green transitions,
highlighting need to go
beyond GDP 
The European Commission has adopted
the 2022 Strategic Foresight Report –
"Twinning the green and digital
transitions in the new geopolitical
context", It identi�es key areas of action,
including the implementation of
wellbeing economic models and
monitoring frameworks that go beyond
GDP, a focus on social fairness and the
promotion of the skills agenda.  

European Commission
presents proposal to improve
educational and wellbeing
outcomes 
The “Pathways to School Success”
proposal outlines policy measures to
address early school leaving, the basic
educational skills of 15-year-olds
(particularly those from disadvantaged
backgrounds), and wellbeing at school.
The Commission's proposal will be
discussed by Member States and
endorsed by EU education ministers.  

What we're reading
Cancer prevention The European Environmental Agency publishes a review of
the evidence on the environmental and occupational determinants of cancer in
Europe and of EU policy responses   
 
Cancer prevention An analysis of the Global Burden of Disease Study shows
that the leading risk factors contributing to the global cancer burden in 2019
were behavioural – The Lancet 
 
Care Recognising care work as a driver of sustainable growth can generate
bene�ts of €29 - €57 billion a year under an 'equal earner – equal carer model',
and an additional €100 - €180 billion annually with actions promoting high-
quality accessible care - European Parliamentary Research Service  
 
Child wellbeing OECD analysis reveals that inequalities in child wellbeing are
linked to the poorer environments disadvantaged children face at home, in
schools and within the community. 
 
Child wellbeing The Lancet Campaign on Child and Adolescent Health re�ects
on child health in France and notes that it is still a blind-spot in national public
policies. 
 
Child wellbeing COVID-19 has demonstrated that health system assessments
need to be more sensitive to children’s health – Journal of Global Health 
 
Climate The European Commission publishes a list of indicators to measure
progress on Green Deal environment and Europe’s climate goals.  
 
Climate With schools and hospitals at risk of �oods and heat waves, action is
needed to ensure equitable climate change adaptation - European Environment
Agency 
 
Climate Air pollution worsens COVID-19 mortality, with more deaths occurring
during peaks in particular matter in the air, which affects inhalation and irritates
the airways – Science of the Total Environment, Elsevier 
 
Cost of living New UK hub showcases good practices and resources for local
governments to help residents deal with the rising costs of living. Topics
covered include food insecurity and poverty, health and wellbeing, and skills and
employment. 
 
Culture WHO Europe report indicates that investing in the arts supports the
wellbeing and social cohesion of both forcibly displaced people and hosts
communities.
 
Economy of Wellbeing  The Wellbeing Economy Alliance published case studies
of New Zealand, Finland and Bhutan of successfully addressing the �rst waves
of the pandemic through an Economy of Wellbeing approach. 
 
Food labelling The Nutritional Epidemiology Research Team in France publishes
a series of educational materials explaining the Nutri-Score.  
 
Food security Governments can invest in food systems equitably and
sustainably, with the same amount of available public resources, indicates report
on the state of food security and nutrition– FAO, IFAD, UNICEF, WFP, WHO 
 
Food systems The World Obesity Federation and Healthy Voices publish a
youth-oriented advocacy brief on transforming food systems . 
 
Food systems The WHO “Dietary Patterns for Health and Sustainability” project
aims to build consensus on how to conceptualise healthy and sustainable diets –
BMC Public Health 
 
Food systems UNICEF, USAID, and WHO develop an analytical framework to
explore pathways linking the impact of COVD-19 pandemic on key nutrition
outcomes. 
 
Health communication The Health Foundation publishes a toolkit for talking
about the building blocks of health. 
 
Health equity WHO Regions for Health Network (RHN) focal points
demonstrates that health equity is necessary to improve health and promote
sustainable development – WHO Europe 
 
Health equity A compilation of case studies from councils across England about
the impact of the pandemic and the cost of living crisis on children – Local
Government Association 
 
Immunisation WHO Global Evidence Review on Health and Migration reveals
that the implementation of inclusive immunisation plans is an essential
component to achieving universal health coverage across Member States.  
 
Integrated care Report by the European Observatory on Health Systems and
Policies demonstrates that the reorientation of health and social care services to
facilitate integrated care requires health workforce to adopt “skill-mix changes”. 
 
Mental health WHO/Europe publishes report on the �rst meeting of the Pan-
European Mental Health Coalition on instigating reform in mental health
systems. 
 
Migrant health WHO report on the health of refugees and migrants outlines
opportunities, challenges, and strategies to improve their health and wellbeing. 
 
Non-communicable diseases Analysis of 194 countries indicates uneven
implementation of NCD policies, with action needed to tackle corporate vectors. 
 
Social prescribing WHO publishes a toolkit, which offers an implementation
framework to empower healthcare facilities to integrate social prescribing into
community health practices.  
 
Sustainable Investments The WHO Collaborating Centre on Investment for
Health and Well-being pioneers a Social Value Database and Simulator (SVDS)
for Public Health tool, building towards a ‘Value-Based Public Health’ and an
Economy of Wellbeing in Wales. 

Events

EuroHealthNet Partnership meeting with National Coordinators of European
Child Guarantee (members only) – 5-6 September
  
72nd session of the WHO Regional Committee for Europe – 12-14 September

Two-day EuroHealthNet Capacity Building Training on designing inclusive
participatory processes (Members only) – 23-30 September

14th European Forum on the rights of the child - 27-29 September 

European Health Forum Gastein - A moonshot for a true European Health Union
– if not now when? – 27-29 September

Sustainable food systems in Europe, Science-based policies for the 21st
century – 27 September (organisers incl. EuroHealthNet, Danish
Committee for Health Education)
Co-bene�ts through health promotion - 28 September 11.00 (organised
by the Austrian National Public Health Institute)

Launch of WHO Guidelines on Mental Health at Work, and the accompanying
Policy Brief by WHO and International Labour Organisation – 28 September
(Save the Date)

European Research and Innovation Days 2022 – 28-29 September –
Registration now open

The 2022 edition of the European Week of Regions and Cities – 10-13 October|

15th European Public Health Conference – 9-12 November
Plenary 4: Reorienting health services: the transformational potential of
health promotion, 11 November (organised by EuroHealthNet)

Round table: Climate emergency, health and equity education: policy and
practice recommendations for Europe, 12 November (EuroHealthNet speaking) 

 

In case you missed it

Exchange of good practices in occupational safety and health on telework and
musculoskeletal disorders - European Agency for Safety and Health at Work
(Report and presentations available here) 
 
Equitable and Green EU Public Health – Perspectives from Dorota Sienkiewicz
(EuroHealthNet) – EUHealthGov (Recording available here) 

Full calendar of events

Follow us

Our Partnership
EuroHealthNet is a not-for-pro�t partnership of organisations,
agencies and statutory bodies working on public health, disease
prevention, promoting health, and reducing inequalities.
 
Our partnership is made up of organisations leading in public
health, health promotion, and disease prevention working
together to reduce health inequalities and improve health for all

Read more about us

EuroHealthNet is funded by the European Union. However, the information
and views set out in this publication are those of the author and do not
necessarily re�ect the of�cial opinion of the European Commission. The
Commission does not guarantee the accuracy of the data included in this
publication. Neither the Commission nor any person acting on the
Commission’s behalf may be held responsible for the use which may be made
of the information contained therein.
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