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The EuroHealthNet Annual Policy and Strategy Meeting for members, associate members 
and observers was held on Friday, 17 February 2023, online. The meeting focused on taking 
stock of the most relevant initiatives of the EU and WHO to achieve health equity, to 
strategise, and discuss how we can work together in 2023. Given the upcoming EU 
institutional renewal and the need to remain agile and operate in a constant state of poly-
crisis, the meeting also initiated a participatory process for the EuroHealthNet Partnership 
to set targets and define capacities for health and social equity for the post-2023 period. 

 

Introduction: Our health equity mission, an accelerator for addressing 
multiple crises and boosting resilience? 

Prof Martin Dietrich (President EuroHealthNet, Acting Director Federal Centre for Health 
Education Germany) – How do we fare on the EuroHealthNet Strategic Development Plan 
(2021-2026)?  

Prof Dietrich opened the meeting and reflected on the relevance of 
the EuroHealthNet Strategic and Development Plan (SDP) 2021-
2026 in the context of the current state of poly-crisis. He noted that 
Europe is changing, and that opportunities brought by the pandemic 
helped us make a case for putting health and wellbeing (and their 
underlying determinants) at centre of policy-making. During the 
second year of the SDP, EuroHealthNet’s work across all seven 
priority areas accelerated. We built on the foundations laid in the past 
and responded to the needs of citizens; we are currently looking at 
the future and taking forward our health equity mission to achieve 
change and act on larger, upstream drivers of health inequalities through ambitious and 
visionary action. 

Moving forward, Prof Dietrich emphasised the importance of shifting to a systemic mindset, 
whereby health and equity remain at the core of the policy agenda. He emphasised the 
importance of strengthening health promotion and prevention, addressing underlying health 
determinants, embracing ‘social innovation’, and building social resilience.  

Prof Dietrich concluded by encouraging EuroHealthNet members to address volatility with a 
vision. By seizing opportunities to build capacities, maintaining bridges across sectors and 
stakeholders, and exchanging experiences, EuroHealthNet can be influential in helping 
policymakers across Europe address ongoing challenges.  

Dorota Sienkiewicz (EuroHealthNet Policy Manager) – Achievements and policy impacts to date: 
2022 in perspective 

In the wake of the pandemic, EuroHealthNet’s policy  efforts in 2022 focused on rebuilding and 
reforming health and care systems with an integrated Economy of Wellbeing approach.  Ms 

https://eurohealthnet.eu/wp-content/uploads/publications/2021/21_strategicdevelopmentplan_online.pdf
https://eurohealthnet.eu/wp-content/uploads/publications/2021/21_strategicdevelopmentplan_online.pdf
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Sienkiewicz outlined some of the key  achievements from the last year, reinforcing 
EuroHealthNet as a recognised and respected name in the field of health promotion, equity, and 
wellbeing. Some of the key achievements included: 

• Inputs to EU Care strategy and the EU Child Guarantee implementation 
• Launching first batch of European Pillar of Social Rights Flashcards 
• Inputs to ‘EU NCDs Healthier Together’ and defining building blocks of the European 

Health Union and EU4Health programme 2023 
• Contribution to sustainable environments and food systems in the context of the EU 

Green Deal and the Farm to Fork Strategy (Joint Action Best-ReMaP, FEAST project) 
• Input to the European Health Data Space 
• 2022 analysis of the European Semester and Recovery and Resilience Plans 
• Policy précis on the Economy of Wellbeing for health equity  

Ms Sienkiewicz concluded by reiterating EuroHealthNet’s added value at the European policy 
level and thanked the members and partners for being part of the effort to improve health equity 
and wellbeing. 

Caroline Costongs (EuroHealthNet Director) – Reflecting on our policy objectives and 
strategizing ahead of the EU institutional renewal (2023-2024)  

Ms Costongs emphasised the importance of developing a collective strategy toward improving 
health, equity, and wellbeing, particularly in an environment with shrinking fiscal budgets and 
shifting priorities. She reflected on EuroHealthNet’s advocacy toward a change in mindsets, 
moving from health in all policies to a systems-based approach. Considering the interrelated 
nature of today’s challenges and the failure of economies to respect social values and planetary 
boundaries, a systems approach is fundamental to enact upstream changes that integrate and 
address the social determinants of health. Such an approach also calls for more visionary, joined-
up, and proactive leadership across all levels in all sectors. With upcoming EU elections, 
EuroHealthNet must develop acollective vision on how to embed health promotion, prevention, 
and health equity into larger governance structures. 

Ms Costongs emphasised EuroHealthNet’s role in shaping EU priorities, by collaborating with 
the current and upcoming Presidencies of the Council of the EU. Such collaborations provide 
windows of opportunities to advocate for a systems-based approach to improving health equity 
and wellbeing. She concluded by expressing her enthusiasm to cooperate with members on this, 
including at the General Council Meeting in Oslo/Norway on the 5th and 6th of June 2023.  

 

Session 1: Improving Health and Social Equity: relevant EU and WHO 
policy initiatives now and coming up  

https://eurohealthnet.eu/topic/childhood-and-adolescence/
https://eurohealthnet.eu/publication/statement-on-the-belated-submission-of-the-child-guarantee-national-action-plans-the-eu-alliance-for-investing-in-children/
https://epsr-flashcards.eurohealthnet.eu/?_ga=2.232738204.2028216412.1676908485-302972432.1661268090&_gl=1%2Asf76ts%2A_ga%2AMzAyOTcyNDMyLjE2NjEyNjgwOTA.%2A_ga_6X6SXJ76GP%2AMTY3Njk4NjQ5Mi40Ny4xLjE2NzY5ODY1NTguMC4wLjA.
https://health.ec.europa.eu/non-communicable-diseases/healthier-together-eu-non-communicable-diseases-initiative_en#:%7E:text=The%20European%20Commission%20has%20launched,'%20health%20and%20well%2Dbeing.
https://health.ec.europa.eu/non-communicable-diseases/healthier-together-eu-non-communicable-diseases-initiative_en#:%7E:text=The%20European%20Commission%20has%20launched,'%20health%20and%20well%2Dbeing.
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/promoting-our-european-way-life/european-health-union_en
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/promoting-our-european-way-life/european-health-union_en
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/promoting-our-european-way-life/european-health-union_en
https://health.ec.europa.eu/funding/eu4health-programme-2021-2027-vision-healthier-european-union_en
https://health.ec.europa.eu/funding/eu4health-programme-2021-2027-vision-healthier-european-union_en
https://eurohealthnet.eu/publication/eurohealthnet-responds-to-the-who-draft-guidelines-on-fiscal-policies-to-promote-healthy-diets/
https://eurohealthnet.eu/publication/eurohealthnet-provides-feedback-on-the-european-health-data-space/
https://semester-health-equity.eurohealthnet.eu/?_ga=2.219974810.2028216412.1676908485-302972432.1661268090&_gl=1%2Api0702%2A_ga%2AMzAyOTcyNDMyLjE2NjEyNjgwOTA.%2A_ga_6X6SXJ76GP%2AMTY3Njk4NjQ5Mi40Ny4wLjE2NzY5ODY0OTIuMC4wLjA.
https://eurohealthnet.eu/wp-content/uploads/publications/2022/2205_policyprecis_economyofwellbeingforhealthequity.pdf
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In Session 1, EuroHealthNet members heard from leaders in DG SANTE, DG EMPL, WHO 
Europe and the Swedish Public Health Agency on their priorities and relevant initiatives and 
opportunities for 2023.  

Sandra Gallina (Director General at Directorate-General for Health and Food Safety ) – SANTE’s 
priorities around health equity, health promotion and prevention – the NCDs “Healthier 
Together” initiative  

Ms Gallina suggested that, while current crises 
have had detrimental consequences, they have 
also created an opportunity for learning. Recent 
challenges have placed health policy as a priority 
at the heart of the EU response. She summarised 
the main steps that the European Commission is 
taking to work for a healthier and more equal and 
sustainable future, including the EU NCDs 
Healthier Together initiative and the EU4Health 
programme. From a call for best practices related to the NCDs initiative in 2022-2023, Member 
States selected five practices to focus on, related to: early childhood interventions, baby-friendly 
community health services, diabetes and movement, the “Fast Heroes” education campaign, and 
gambling prevention. The Commission is also dedicating significant financial resources and 
expertise to tackle the mental health crisis and promote a comprehensive approach to mental 
health in major EU policies. A programme tackling mental health and cancer has been initiated, 
as well as a European code for mental health that will empower citizens, raise awareness on 
mental health and improve health literacy. 

Ms Gallina concluded that health is the responsibility of all, and therefore we must demand joint 
action from all governmental levels and organisations. The insight and expertise of stakeholders, 
like EuroHealthNet, must continue to lead efforts to fight for health in all polices. She closed by 
thanking EuroHealthNet members for their vital  contributions and expressed her commitment 
for future collaboration towards a healthier, fairer, and more equitable future.  

Stefan Olsson (Deputy Director General at Directorate-General for Employment, Social Affairs 
and Inclusion) – A new social contract – the European Pillar of Social Rights Action Plan half-
way, what next?  

https://health.ec.europa.eu/non-communicable-diseases/healthier-together-eu-non-communicable-diseases-initiative_en#:%7E:text=The%20European%20Commission%20has%20launched,'%20health%20and%20well%2Dbeing.
https://health.ec.europa.eu/non-communicable-diseases/healthier-together-eu-non-communicable-diseases-initiative_en#:%7E:text=The%20European%20Commission%20has%20launched,'%20health%20and%20well%2Dbeing.
https://health.ec.europa.eu/funding/eu4health-programme-2021-2027-vision-healthier-european-union_en
https://health.ec.europa.eu/funding/eu4health-programme-2021-2027-vision-healthier-european-union_en
https://health.ec.europa.eu/non-communicable-diseases/healthier-together-eu-non-communicable-diseases-initiative_en
https://health.ec.europa.eu/publications/eu-non-communicable-diseases-ncds-initiative-guidance-document_en
https://education.ec.europa.eu/education-levels/early-childhood-education-and-care/early-childhood-education-and-care-initiatives
https://fastheroes.com/
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/sectors/online-gambling_en
https://eurohealthnet.eu/publication/eurohealthnet-input-to-the-european-commissions-call-for-evidence-on-the-eu-comprehensive-approach-to-mental-health/
https://eurohealthnet.eu/publication/eurohealthnet-input-to-the-european-commissions-call-for-evidence-on-the-eu-comprehensive-approach-to-mental-health/
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The succession of crises we have faced has had disproportionate effects on the most vulnerable 
population groups in our societies.  Mr Olsson reiterated the importance of strategic discussions 
to set and monitor targets to enact the structural changes needed to address the green, digital, 
and demographic transitions. He 
emphasised the importance of the 
European Pillar of Social Rights (ESPR) 
as not just an EU, but global tool to set 
frameworks to tackle new 
socioeconomic challenges. Mr Olsson  
detailed some recent key initiatives 
undertaken by the European 
Commission, guided by the EU social 
targets for 2030:  

• The European instrument for temporary Support to mitigate Unemployment Risks in an 
Emergency (SURE)  

• The European Youth and Child Guarantees  
• The European Care Strategy 
• European Commission report on the implementation of the recommendation on access 

to social protection  
• Directive on minimum wages and Council Recommendation on minimum income  
• Report of the High-level Group on the future of social protection and of the welfare 

state in the EU 

There are also important actions forthcoming in 2023, including the first report on essential 
services, the Social Economy Framework, and putting forward a legal proposal for a European 
disability card. Looking towards the upcoming election year, Mr Olsson emphasised the 
importance of the review of the EPSR’s Action Plan in 2025 to support the legislation and 
priorities of the new European Commission. He concluded by reiterating the need for stakeholder 
advocacy to guide the priorities of the new European Parliament and European Commission and 
thanked the EuroHealthNet partnership for all its important contributions.  

Oxana Domenti (World Health Organization Representative to the European Union) –  
Taking forward accelerated actions on health equity: what role for the WHO in the EU policies, 
where and how Non-state Actors can support 

https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=89&furtherNews=yes&newsId=10299
https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=89&furtherNews=yes&newsId=10299
https://economy-finance.ec.europa.eu/eu-financial-assistance/sure_en
https://economy-finance.ec.europa.eu/eu-financial-assistance/sure_en
https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1079&langId=en
https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1428&langId=en
https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=89&furtherNews=yes&newsId=10382#navItem-relatedDocuments
https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=89&furtherNews=yes&newsId=10502
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dir/2022/2041/oj?locale=en
https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=1539&furtherNews=yes&newsId=10504
https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=88&eventsId=2057&furtherEvents=yes#navItem-relatedDocuments
https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=88&eventsId=2057&furtherEvents=yes#navItem-relatedDocuments
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Ms Domenti began by thanking 
EuroHealthNet for its contributions to 
improving health and to the work of the 
WHO. She reiterated that 2023 is an 
important year for advocacy action to 
ensure that health promotion, prevention, 
and equity are high on the political agenda 
in the next election cycle. In 2023, the 
WHO Charter celebrates its 75th 
anniversary, in which equity is embedded 
as a fundamental human right. As we move forward dealing with the impacts of the pandemic, 
war in Ukraine, and devastating earthquakes in Turkey and Syria, the need for countries to build 
resilient health systems and invest in human capital and wellbeing remains urgent.  

Ms Domenti presented some of WHO’s global and European priorities and policy initiatives 
toward achieving health for all and meeting the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The 
2021 ‘Geneva Charter for Well-being’ underlines the commitment to achieving equitable health 
now and for future generations without breaching the ecological limit. In 2023, efforts to achieve 
this will include a review initiative on social determinants of health, guiding multisectoral 
collaboration, and intensified work on equity in urban health. In Europe, WHO will continue to 
work on a flagship initiative for mental health, creating empowerment through digital health, 
and promoting a well-being economy with a high-level forum in March 2023. She emphasised 
the importance of collaboration with civil society to ensure that WHO’s evidence is used in the 
European political process.    

Nina Lindqvist (Head of Unit, Unit for Coordinated Public Health, Department of Public Health 
Analysis and Data Management, Sweden) – Health equity and wellbeing at the forefront of 
health promotion and prevention in the EU: Sweden’s example; public health ambitions for the 
Swedish Presidency of the Council of the EU  

In the context of the existing gaps in life expectancy and health outcomes between population 
groups in Sweden, Ms Lindqvist identified the importance of improving and fostering health and 
strengthening health systems as a priority for the Swedish Public Health Agency. This includes 
the development of a new health equity-focused national public health policy framework. Using 
the Swedish guidelines for physical activity as an example, she detailed how health promotion 
and prevention was embedded across different sectors at state, regional and local levels.   

https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/the-geneva-charter-for-well-being
https://www.who.int/europe/news/item/31-01-2023-coming-up-in-2023
https://www.who.int/initiatives/action-on-the-social-determinants-of-health-for-advancing-equity/world-report-on-social-determinants-of-health-equity
https://www.who.int/europe/publications/m/item/the-mental-health-coalition--a-who-europe-flagship-initiative#:%7E:text=What%20is%20the%20flagship%3F,over%20the%20next%205%20years.
https://apps.who.int/iris/rest/bitstreams/1455742/retrieve
https://www.who.int/europe/news-room/events/item/2023/03/01/default-calendar/who-europe-high-level-forum-on-health-in-the-well-being-economy
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With regards to the ongoing 
Swedish Presidency, Ms 
Lindqvist emphasised the key 
health priorities. These include: 
leading global efforts to reduce 
the burden of antimicrobial 
resistance (AMR), improving 
access to pharmaceuticals and 
medical devices, and enhancing 
social protection for the elderly. 

 

Session 2: EuroHealthNet Policy and Strategy Plan 2023 

Session 2 offered the opportunity for EuroHealthNet Members to learn more about specific 
EuroHealthNet activities and discuss how to get involved.  

Alison Maassen (Programme Manager) – EuroHealthNet policy and advocacy priorities for EU 
and WHO & Instructions for the working groups  

Ms Maassen introduced the topics and chairs for the four breakout workshops which the 
participants would attend. The subjects were pre-selected by EuroHealthNet, while suggestions 
for additional topics were solicited prior to the meeting and will be explored in future 
EuroHealthNet work.  

Following the working group sessions, the groups’ rapporteurs shared the main messages and 
outcomes from each of the group discussions.   

 

Working group 1: Rising costs of living and catastrophic spending on health 

Chaired by: EuroHealthNet Vice President Pia Sundell and Policy Manager Dorota Sienkiewicz  

The discussion in working group 1 focused on how to utilise the current cost of living crisis to 
support implementation of innovative policies and practices that reduce the economic strain on 
families, while strengthening healthy living environments and settings.   the following measures 
were suggested: mitigating rising costs of essential goods (e.g., food, energy), tackling 
associated mental health issues, addressing gender violence, and strengthening primary health 
care services, especially in isolated areas.  

Some examples of good practice were shared, including introducing zero (or reduced) VAT tax 
on healthy foods to increase accessibility and affordability for people in need, as is currently 
being done in Spain and discussed in Belgium. Spain has also introduced a ban on cutting energy 
supplies to the most vulnerable households, which will be extended throughout 2023. The 

https://swedish-presidency.consilium.europa.eu/en/programme/priorities/
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Netherlands has also adopted a National Prevention Agreement which includes efforts to tackle 
social determinants of health in child education settings. 

The importance of focusing on upstream approaches that work from a systems perspective, 
whilst enforcing change on the ground was also discussed. Some examples of EuroHealthNet 
work in this area were mentioned, including the Policy Précis on the Economy of Wellbeing and 
the European Pillar of Social Rights ’Flashcard Tool’, whereby flashcards on related principles 
will soon be released.   

Working group 2: Sustainable food, climate and health – inclusive and socially fair 
green transition 

Chaired by: EuroHealthNet Executive Board member Plamen Dimitrov and Senior Projects 
Coordinator Alba Godfrey 

The working group 2 discussion stressed EuroHealthNet members’ desire to see closer 
involvement of Ministries of Health on issues related to a comprehensive and more standard 
“One Health” approach, as a biomedical approach remains the dominant model. Instead, One 
Health approaches are diverse and implemented in various ways depending from one country 
to another. There was also concern that the technical language around One Health may not be 
universally understood. 

Participants emphasized the need for a better acknowledgement of the different capabilities 
which countries have to address topics such as air pollution and climate change, as well as in 
which areas One Health approaches are currently integrated. Addressing this need for improved 
understanding could take the form of a mapping at the European level, to identify differences in 
practice which lead to bottlenecks in achieving common European goals. 

Specific topics that could be interesting to further explore within the partnership include healthy 
and sustainable diets (for instance, linking member activities with the FEAST project ) as well as 
active mobility.  

Working group 3: Reflecting on eight years of health in the European Semester – 
what opportunities for achieving a Wellbeing Economy?  

Chaired by: EuroHealthNet President Martin Dietrich and Policy Coordinator Vania Putatti 

Working Group 3 focused its discussion on how the Economy of Wellbeing (EoW) could become 
a model to assist EU policy developments, and what the role of the European Semester should 
have in supporting its achievement. To encourage policy makers to take more actions toward 
achieving an EoW, participants discussed the need to develop solid, easy-to-understand 
frameworks. Moreover, obtaining evidence on the positive impact of actions on social 
determinants on health and wellbeing, can be a strong incentive to encourage policy makers to 
adopt EoW approaches. An example was presented around determining how the levels of 

https://eurohealthnet.eu/publication/an-economy-of-wellbeing-for-health-equity/
https://epsr-flashcards.eurohealthnet.eu/
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education impacted health, which could encourage more extensive collaboration between health 
and education sectors.  

It was suggested that a cultural change would be beneficial to increase awareness on the need 
of a wellbeing-centred society, similar to what has happened with the climate subject. The 
Semester could be a useful tool to explore and measure the policy linkages between different 
sectors.  

The discussion emphasised the need for EuroHealthNet to leverage the strong expertise within 
the Partnership and the work being done on the European Semester. In line with this, 
EuroHealthNet will be drafting an article for publication  this year.  

Working group 4: Taking forward social prescribing and strengthening capacities and 
skills of health and social services and workforce, and their cooperation in caring 
communities  

Chaired by: Executive Board member Daniele Kállayová and Programme Manager Ingrid 
Stegeman  

Discussions in working group 4 centred around the implementation and scaling of innovations 
such as social prescribing, caring communities, and health promoting primary care models in the 
participants’ countries. It became clear that the use of such approaches varied across countries, 
although there was a clear interest across the board to take these concepts forward. Drawing 
on their experience, partners noted a few challenges in implementing such practices, particularly 
around further embedding these practices into existing structures in a sustainable way, and 
facilitating better cross-sectoral collaboration across health and social ministries.  

Looking forward, the need for broad evidence-based programmes, rather than short-lived 
isolated projects, and more extensive multi-sector collaboration was expressed. Participants 
were interested in understanding how such innovative approaches could also be adapted to 
different contexts, such as caring for children and adults with disabilities, and war refugees from 
Ukraine. 

The Country Exchange Visit in Vienna, Austria was presented as a good mechanism and key 
next step to further these discussions and to continue to exchange knowledge and ideas.  

 

Session 3: Reflections, Foresight and Target-setting process 

Session 3 offered the opportunity for EuroHealthNet Members to learn about important 
steps in the target-setting and capacity refining process the Partnership will undertake in 
2023-2024 
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Pia Sundell (Vice-President EuroHealthNet) – WHY? – The need to define our collective vision, 
priorities, and targets ahead of the EU elections  

Ms Sundell emphasised the 
importance of advocacy at 
national and EU level ahead of the 
European Parliament elections in 
2024. This is necessary to 
contribute to the development of 
the   priorities and programmes of 
the new European Commission. 
She concluded by highlighting 
upcoming opportunities for input 

and advocacy (see image). 

Mojca Gabrijelčič Blenkuš (Honorary Advisory EuroHealthNet) – HOW? – Proposals for the 
EuroHealthNet Foresight Exercise and participatory approach  

Following a successful 
EuroHealthNet Foresight process 
back in 2020, Ms Gabrijelčič 
Blenkuš reflected on important 
aspects to consider ahead of the 
2023 process. She emphasised 
participation across the whole 
partnership including with 
members that specifically have 
experience using Foresight 
methodologies. Ms Gabrijelcic also introduced the approach to the 2023 process (refer to the 
following image), whereby first results of discussions and an initial proposal will be put forward 
at the General Council Meeting.  

Sumina Azam (Vice-President EuroHealthNet) – WHAT? – First outline for a useful and attractive 
Outcome and Advocacy statement (2023-24) with targets  

Ms Azam presented a proposal for a visionary statement by  members for individual and 
organisational use. The aim would be to develop an accessible, and succinct (four pages) 
document highlighting EuroHealthNet’s vision, goals, and capacities. Ms Azam explained that 
the Policy and Strategy Meeting represented the first step in taking this initiative forward, with 
discussions on the proposal to be continued with the , Executive Board, and at the General 
Council Meeting.  

In the context of a discussion that followed, EuroHealthNet’s member Gezond Leven, 
represented by Ms Loes Neven, gave a brief insight into the advocacy work that the organisation 
is doing ahead of the 2024 elections in Belgium and Flanders. She emphasized the need to raise 

https://eurohealthnet.eu/wp-content/uploads/documents/2021/210128_COVID-19PublicHealthForesight_EuroHealthNet-RIVM.pdf
https://eurohealthnet.eu/wp-content/uploads/documents/2021/210128_COVID-19PublicHealthForesight_EuroHealthNet-RIVM.pdf
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political awareness about a systemic approach, particularly with regards to prevention which is 
currently under-prioritised as compared to biomedical interventions. Gezond Leven is currently 
preparing an advocacy statement and policy recommendations at the Flemish level. Ms Neven 
expressed willingness for further cooperation between Gezond Leven and EuroHealthNet in this 
regard. 

 

Concluding remarks 

Prof Dietrich and Ms Costongs took the floor for closing remarks. Whilst further efforts are 
needed to increase collaboration with other sectors, Prof Dietrich and Ms Costongs also 
highlighted the need to continue to improve awareness of health  promotion and disease 
prevention amongst health care colleagues.  By continuing extensive collaborations within the 
partnership, EuroHealthNet can strengthen its ability to act at European and national levels.  

Both Prof Dietrich and Ms Costongs stressed the importance  to continue discussions regarding 
EuroHealthNet’s future strategy in-person at the General Council Meeting in Oslo. The Executive 
Board and EuroHealthNet team will prepare accordingly to ensure that fruitful, targeted 
discussions can be held. Participants and speakers were thanked for their contributions and 
encouraged to remain actively engaged in EuroHealthNet’s activities and in contact with 
colleagues in the office. Prof Dietrich then closed the meeting.  

 

  



   

• 12 EuroHealthNet Policy & Strategy Meeting 2023 

Participant list 

Name Organisation Job Title Country 

Speakers 

Olsson, Stefan 
Directorate-General for Employment, 
Social Affairs and Inclusion (DG EMPL) 

Deputy Director-
General 

EU 

Gallina, Sandra 
Directorate-General for Health and Food 
Safety (DG SANTE) 

Director-General EU 

Domenti, Oxana 
World Health Organization Regional 
Office for Europe (WHO EURO) 

WHO Representative 
to the EU 

Europe 

Lindqvist, Nina Public Health Agency of Sweden 
Head of Unit for 
Coordinated Public 
Health 

Sweden 

Members 

Lang, Gert Austrian Health Promotion Fund (FGÖ) 
Senior Health 
Promotion Expert 

Austria 

Plunger, Petra Austrian Health Promotion Fund (FGÖ) Senior Health Expert Austria 
Wosko, Paulina Austrian Health Promotion Fund (FGÖ) Health Expert Austria 
Lokietek, Sophie Agency for a Life of Quality (AVIQ) Medical Doctor Belgium 
Neven, Loes Flanders Institute for Healthy Living Innovation Manager Belgium 

Dimitrov, Plamen 
National Center of Public Health and 
Analyses (NCPHA) - Bulgaria 

Director Bulgaria 

Molloy, Thomas 
Health and Europe Centre - NHS Kent & 
Medway 

Senior Project 
Manager 

England 

Sundell, Pia 
Finnish Federation for Social Affairs and 
Health (SOSTE) 

Member of the Board Finland 

Kylänen, Marika 
National Institute for Health and Welfare 
(THL) - Finland 

Project Manager Finland 

Shah, Jalpa French Public Health Agency (SpF) 

Research, Support and 
Coordination Officer 
for the Health Equity 
Program 

France 

Dietrich, Martin 
Federal Centre for Health Education 
(BZgA) 

Director Germany 

Karnaki, Pania 
Institute of Preventive Medicine 
Environmental and Occupational Health 
(PROLEPSIS) 

Director of European 
projects 

Greece 

Costello, Suzanne Institute of Public Health (IPH) - Ireland CEO Ireland 
Bucciardini, Raffaella Italian National Institute of Health (ISS) Researcher Italy 
Gastaldon, Francesca Veneto Region Policy officer Italy 



   

• 13 EuroHealthNet Policy & Strategy Meeting 2023 

Maritati, Antonio Veneto Region 

Director of O.U. Health 
Commission and 
Social-Health 
Relations 

Italy 

Straume, Ilze 
Centre for Disease Prevention and 
Control (CDPC) - Latvia 

Head of Department of 
Health Promotion 

Latvia 

Solovjova, Inga Riga City Council 
Head of Health Care 
Administration 

Latvia 

Tilgale Platace, Nikola Riga City Council 
Head of Public Health 
Division 

Latvia 

Bazi, Karima 
PHAROS Dutch Centre of Expertise on 
Health Disparities 

Strategic Advisor Netherlands 

Lewtak, Katarzyna 
National Institute of Health Public NIH - 
National Research Institute 

Senior Research and 
Technical Specialist 

Poland 

Matias Dias, Carlos 
National Institute of Health Dr. Ricardo 
Jorge (INSA) 

Coordinator 
Departement of 
Epidemiology 

Portugal 

Kállayová, Daniela Ministry of Health - Slovakia 
Senior Public Health 
Officer 

Slovakia 

Gabrijelčič , Mojca 
National Institute of Public Health (NIJZ) - 
Slovenia 

Senior Advisor Slovenia 

Larizgoitia, Itziar 
Directorate of Public Health and 
Addictions, Department of Health, 
Basque Government 

Director Public Health Spain 

Gil Luciano, Ana Ministry of Health - Spain 
Head of the Health 
Promotion Area 

Spain 

Carriazo, Ana Maria 
Regional Ministry of Health and Families 
of Andalusia 

Senior Advisor Spain 

Bengtsson, Elisabeth 
Region Västra Götaland, Public Health 
Committee 

Senior Officer in Public 
Health 

Sweden 

de Verdier, Louise 
Region Västra Götaland, Public Health 
Committee 

Grants Office Sweden 

Azam, Sumina Public Health Wales 
Deputy Director, Policy 
and International 
Health 

Wales 

Observers 

Schindller, Karin 
Federal Ministry for Social Affairs, Health, 
Care and Consumer Protection - Austria 

Head of Department 
VII/A/3 

Austria 

Gerits, Pol 
FPS Health, Food Chain Safety and 
Environment 

Strategic Advisor DG 
Healthcare 

Belgium 

Associate Members 

Van Assche, Kristof  
Antwerp Health Law and Ethics Chair 
(AHLEC) 

Professor of Health 
Law 

Belgium 



   

• 14 EuroHealthNet Policy & Strategy Meeting 2023 

Munter, Lars Danish Committee for Health Education 
Director, International 
Projects Unit 

Denmark 

Alzahran, Hamza Special Olympics Europe Eurasia 
Manager, Inclusive 
Health 

Ireland 

Koehler, Bjoern Special Olympics Europe Eurasia Director, Health  Ireland 

Bolinski, Felix The Trimbos Institute 
Research Associate, 
Mental Health and 
Prevention 

Netherlands 

Thompson, Faith The Trimbos Institute Researcher Netherlands 
Assunção, Ricardo Egas Moniz Higher Education Cooperative Assistant Professor Portugal 

Oliveira, Paula 
Nossa Senhora do Bom Sucesso 
Foundation 

Managing Director Portugal 

External 

Bollars, Caroline World Health Organisation (WHO) 
Public Health 
Specialist 

Europe 

Gazmend, Bejtja World Health Organisation (WHO) 
National Public Health 
Officer, Albania 

Europe 

Shriwise, Amanda World Health Organization (WHO) Consultant Europe 

Sotiriou , Maria World Health Organization (WHO) 
External Relations 
Officer 

Europe 

Werling, Esther World Health Organization (WHO) Health Policy Analyst Europe 

EuroHealthNet Staff 
Costongs, Caroline EuroHealthNet Director Europe 

Godfrey, Alba EuroHealthNet 
Senior Project 
Coordinator 

Europe 

Hargitt, David EuroHealthNet 
Senior Operations 
Coordinator 

Europe 

Kelly, Caoimhe EuroHealthNet 
Communications 
Assistant 

Europe 

Lindquist, Emilia EuroHealthNet Policy Assistant Europe 
Maassen, Alison EuroHealthNet Programme Manager Europe 

Morrissey, Eleanor EuroHealthNet 
Project & 
Communication Officer 

Europe 

Papartyte, Lina EuroHealthNet Project Coordinator Europe 
Puttati, Vania EuroHealthNet Policy Coordinator Europe 

Sienkiewicz, Dorota EuroHealthNet 
Senior Policy 
Coordinator 

Europe 

Stegeman, Ingrid EuroHealthNet Programme Manager Europe 



   

• 15 EuroHealthNet Policy & Strategy Meeting 2023 

Sutton, Gabriella EuroHealthNet 
Policy and Practice 
Officer 

Europe 

Tonello, Samuele EuroHealthNet Research Coordinator Europe 

Wagenführ-Leroyer, 
Anne 

EuroHealthNet Programme Manager Europe 

 

  



• 16EuroHealthNet Policy & Strategy Meeting 2023 

EuroHealthNet is funded by the European Union. However, the information and views set out in 
this document are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the official opinion of the 
European Commission. The Commission does not guarantee the accuracy of the data included in 
this document. Neither the Commission nor any person acting on the Commission’s behalf may be 
held responsible for the use which may be made of the information contained therein. 

Our mission is to help build healthier 
communities and tackle health inequalities within 
and between European States. 

EuroHealthNet is a not-for-profit partnership of organisations, 
agencies and statutory bodies working on public health, 
promoting health, preventing disease, and reducing inequalities. 

EuroHealthNet supports members’ work through policy and 
project development, knowledge and expertise exchange, 
research, networking, and communications. 

EuroHealthNet’s work is spread across three collaborating 
platforms that focus on practice, policy, and research. Core and 
cross-cutting activities unite and amplify the partnership’s 
activities. 

The partnership is made up of members, associate members, 
and observers. It is governed by a General Council and 
Executive Board.  
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Health-inequalities.eu 
EuroHealthNet-Magazine.eu 

http://www.eurohealthnet.eu/
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